












April 14-15
Locating Workshop
MMUA 
Training Center

May 12-15
Underground School
MMUA 
Training Center

Aug. 24-26
Annual Summer 
Conference
Breezy Point

Aug. 25-27
Substation School
Location to be determined

Sept. 15-18
Overhead School

Dec. 1-3
Technical and Operations 
Conference
Holiday Inn, St. Cloud

Dec. 15-17
Three-Phase Transformer 
School
MMUA Training Center

Classroom and hands-on training on the 
field, including demonstrations of vari-
ous protective systems, including slop-
ing and benching; hydraulic shoring; 
and trench shields from various manu-
facturers. Minnesota OSHA will discuss 
enforcement, citations, and accidents.

April 28-29
MMUA Training Center

Marshall, MN

Excavation Safety Training

Mark your calendars for upcoming MMUA training opportunities!

For more information or to register, call Jamie at MMUA, 1-800-422-0119

The 2009 Underground 
School is intended for 
linemen of all levels 
from apprentice to the 
senior lineman. Train-
ing your employees 
properly will yield posi-
tive results in work pro-
duction and safety. 

General sessions in-
clude Cable Construc-
tion and Cable Prep, 
Worksite Hazard Identi-
fication. and Mutual Aid 
Preparedness. 

APPA/MMUA/MREA Underground School 

MMUA prides itself on provid-
ing top-notch hands-on train-
ing, and this workshop features 
plenty of hands-on.  This year’s 
School also features a Product 
Show! Classes include:

Fault Locating and Repair 
– Journeyman & Appren-
tice Class
 
600 Amp Double Circuit – 
Journeyman Class

	 After a wearying, two-week 
battle against record but receding 
floodwaters, people in Moorhead 
area received sobering news April 
3, when federal agencies predict-
ed a second crest of even greater 
proportions.
	 People were breathing a sigh of 
relief April 3, as floodwaters had 
receded to 35.5 feet, from a re-
cord-breaking flood at 40.82 feet. 
Late that morning, however, the 
forecasters at the National Weath-
er Service (NWS) made a grim 
prediction: a 75 percent chance 
of a second crest greater than 41 
feet, and a 25 percent chance of 
a second crest greater than 42.8 
feet. 
	 Extensive damage from the first 
crest was averted only through 
a heroic, two-week community-
wide battle against the floodwa-
ters.
	 The new prediction “was a 
shocker,” said Moorhead Public 
Service General Manager Bill 
Schwandt.
	 The Red River is projected to 
decline to 30 feet and on Easter 
start rising again.
	 The National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) said, “Warming tem-
peratures in the Red River of the 
North basin will begin melting 
ice and snowpack, setting the 
stage for a dangerous second crest 
in Fargo, N.D., and Moorhead, 

Minn., later this month.”
	 Fargo saw a March record 
rainfall of 4.62 inches, topping 
the 1882 record of 2.83 inches, 
and a record March snowfall of 
28.1 inches, topping the 1997 
record of 26.2 inches, NOAA re-
ported. The current winter season 
(2008-09) snowfall through April 
3 at Fargo-Moorhead was second 
only to 1996-97 totals. Frigid 
temperatures have kept this water 
frozen in place, and it will begin 
to flow into the river system in the 
coming weeks. Before the record 
March snowfall, water content 
in the region’s ice and snowpack 
was as much as 300 percent above 
normal. 
	 “The collaborative effort of 
local, state and federal govern-
ments to protect Fargo last week 
paid off, but Fargo isn’t out of the 
woods yet,” said Scott Dummer, 
chief hydrologist of the North 
Central River Forecast Center. 
“It’s critical that we plan for the 
second crest now.”
	 The NOAA urged residents of 
Fargo-Moorhead and Red River 
Valley communities “to continue 
heeding orders issued by local of-
ficials. If told to evacuate, do so 
immediately.”
	 The Moorhead Public Service 
Commission discussed the sec-
ond crest at length at an April 2 
meeting.  It was noted the first 
crest of 40.82 feet was the highest 

and earliest crest on record.  
	 “And with the NWS predic-
tion, this crest and the flood fight 
that the community just complet-
ed and is now cleaning up from 
may be the Opening Act and the 
Feature Presentation, or Main 
Event, looks like it is on its way,” 
Schwandt said.
	 The City of Moorhead and Clay 
County announced that, with a 20 
percent chance of the river reach-
ing 44 feet, the City and U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers will 
be constructing clay contingency 
dikes in strategic areas through-
out the City of Moorhead. These 
dikes will be built 43.5 to 44 feet 
where possible.
	 City of Moorhead engineering 
staff will be surveying critical el-
evations for all private property 
dikes along the river to determine 
which areas need additional con-
centrated sandbagging.  The City 
will continue its commitment to 
provide sand, sandbags, and di-
rect assistance to residents along 
the riverfront.
	 MPS made significant improve-
ments after the flood of 1997, and 
Schwandt reported that MPS is 
positioned well to maintain elec-
tric and water service through a 
second crest.
	 MPS will be checking eleva-
tions and reinforcing all MPS 
protections to 44 feet, with the 
exception of the River Pumping 

Station (RPS), which it can likely 
only get to 43 feet.  The utility 
will be looking at some electrical 
switches and either raising them 
this week or checking the levies.  
	 On April 26, MPS reported 
25 homes with water damage in 
Moorhead where residents need 
to be concerned about their elec-
tricity. These residents will need 
to talk to the electrical inspector 
or their electrician to determine if 
wiring needs to be disconnected 
and replaced.  	
	 As of April 6, there were 76 
homes on a list that two water 
teams were working through to 
collect water samples and test, 
before the utility could determine 

if the water is safe to turn on. 
The utility expects the number 
of these homes to rise because it 
serves one heavily hit neighbor-
hood where more homeowners 
were expected to report dam-
age. MPS expects to send crews 
in to replace water meters in those 
damaged homes.  
	 On a side note, several aid and 
recovery organizations have been 
using the municipal wireless In-
ternet system throughout the or-
deal.
	 For regular updates on the 
flood, see Bill Schwandt’s blog at 
www.mpsutility.com, under 2009 
GM Flood Journal.

Moorhead Public Service Electric Division Manager Dave Kahly, fac-
ing camera, checked on electrical services while being transported 
around Moorhead in an ‘airboat.’ For timely reports on the flooding 
in Moorhead, see www.mpsutility.com  

After the flood; before the flood
Moorhead narrowly averts disaster from early April flood, but second crest threatens

 

Featuring

 Senior Lineman
Classes

Call for details!

600 Amp Connection Instal-
lation – Journeyman & Ap-
prentice Class
 
Repair and Maintenance of 
Underground Facilities – Ap-
prentice Class

Innerduct Installation Under 
High Pressure Fuel Line 

Senior Linemen Classroom 
Session 


