












WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25

9:30		  MMUA Board of Directors Meeting  

12:00-5:00	 Registration Desk Open

1:00-1:45 	 Energy Issues in Minnesota
		  William Glahn, Office of Energy Security

1:45-2:30		 The State Budget 
			  Dept. of Management & Budget

2:45-3:30		 Power Supply Planning In an Unclear Future
			  Dave Berg, R W Beck

3:30-4:45		 Legislative Briefing
	

THURSDAY, MARCH 26

6:30-8:00		 Breakfast Buffet at Hotel  

9:00-5:00		 Registration Desk Open

7:00-8:30		 Shuttle Buses to Front Steps of Capitol (Front En-
trance)
			  Schedule: 7:00, 7:30, 8:00 & 8:30

7:00-11:30	 Meet with Your Local Legislators at Capitol 

9:00-11:00	 Visits with Legislative Leadership at Capitol	
11:00-12:45	 Shuttle Buses Return to Holiday Inn Hotel 
		  (Capitol Front Steps)
			  Schedule:  11:00, 11:30, 12:00, 12:30 & 12:45

Thursday afternoon will have two concurrent program tracks

Track 1  

Developing New Leadership in an Aging Work Force
Jim Brimeyer, The Brimeyer Group

Electronic Filing of Service Territory Changes at the PUC
Karen Santori, MN Dept. of Commerce

Electric Utility Work Force Issues and MMUA’s Electrical Linework-
er Career Development Program
Mike Willetts, MMUA

Track 2  

New Directions in Biomass Projects
Short Elliot Hendrickson, Inc.

Commercial Lighting – The Biggest Bang for Your CIP Money
Richard Szydlowski, CEE
	
Buildings, Benchmarks & Beyond (B3) Project 
(Charting Municipal Carbon Footprint)
Tom McDougall, President, The Weidt Group

The Smart Grid – What is it?  Where Will it Take Us?

Paul Frost, Valutil
FRIDAY, MARCH 27

8:30-9:15		 Legal Issues  
			  Representative, McGrann Shea Anderson Carnival 		
		  Straughn & Lamb

9:15-10:00	 Guidelines for Enterprise Funds
			  Representative, Larsen Allen LLP				 

10:15-10:45	 Meeting the CIP Challenge
			  Robert Jagusch, MMUA

10:45-11:15	 Issues Roundup
		  MMUA staff

MMUA Winter Legislative Conference
March 25-27

Conference headquarters is the Holiday Inn Select, Bloomington. Specific questions or concerns regarding this 
meeting should be directed to Bonnie Hayes at 763-746-0707 or 1-800-422-0119 (MN only).  

Compiled from press reports
	 BAY CITY, Mich. - Marvin 
Schur, a 93-year-old World War II 
veteran reportedly froze to death 
days after the Bay City, Mich. 
Municipal electric utiity installed 
a power-limiting device on his 
home. Schur owed more than 
$1,000 in unpaid bills.
	 Bay City is a city of 34,000 
people located on Lake Huron, 
about 90 miles from Detroit. 
	 Schur was a retired foundry 
worker who lived alone, his wife 
having died a couple of years ago. 
The couple had no children. 
	 On Jan. 13, a worker with the 
city-owned utility installed a 
“limiter” on Schur’s electric me-
ter after four months of unpaid 
bills. The device restricts power 

and blows like a fuse if usage rises 
past a set level. Electricity is not 
restored until the device is flipped 
back on by the homeowner, who 
must walk outside to the meter.
	 City Electric Light & Power 
did not contact Schur face-to-face 
to notify him of the device and 
explain how it works, instead fol-
lowing its usual policy by leaving 
a note on the door. But neighbors 
said Schur rarely, if ever, left the 
house in the cold.
	 At some point, the device evi-
dently tripped and was not reset, 
authorities said. Schur’s home 
was heated by a gas furnace, not 
electricity, but some gas furnaces 
do not work properly if the power 
is out.
	 Neighbors discovered Schur’s 

body on Jan. 17 in his home. The 
outside temperature ranged from 
a high of 12 degrees to a low of 
minus 9 on Jan. 15, the day he 
was believed to have died. A heat-
ing pad was on his favorite arm-
chair by the window. The oven 
door was open.
	 City officials are reviewing 
their procedures and in the mean-
time have suspended shutoffs and 
removed all limiters from homes 
after using the devices for 18 
years.
	 The medical examiner is look-
ing into whether Schur suffered 
from dementia, particularly after 
police found enough cash lying 
around in the home to cover his 
bills.
	 Neighbors and others have 

posted messages on the Internet, 
complaining it was a shabby way 
to treat a veteran and demanding 
city employees be fired or pros-
ecuted for not taking a few min-
utes to check on Schur, who was 
a medic in the South Pacific and 
earned a Purple Heart.
	 Michigan’s big, state-regulated 
utilities are not allowed to shut 
off power to senior citizens in the 
winter and must offer payment 
plans to the poor. State regulators 
also discourage the use of limit-
ers. But Michigan’s 41 smaller 
municipal utilities — Bay City’s 
included — are not overseen by 
the state.
	 Schur’s death has prompted 
Michigan lawmakers to start writ-
ing legislation that could ban the 

use of limiters by municipal utili-
ties.
	 In Minnesota, state law al-
lows the use of limiters, but only 
after all steps of the state’s Cold 
Weather Rule are taken. This in-
cludes a requirement to visit the 
residence to determine if it is 
occupied. Minnesota municipal 
utilities also routinely contact lo-
cal community action agencies in 
regards to delinquent customer 
accounts.

Elderly Michigan man freezes after limiter interrupts power to home

MMUA 
Meeting
Calendar

March 11-13
Firstline Supervision
MMUA Office

March 25-27
Winter Legislative Conf.
Bloomington

April 14-15
Locating Workshop
MMUA Training Center

May 12-15
Underground School
MMUA Training Center

Aug. 24-26
Annual Summer Conf.
Breezy Point

Aug. 25-27
Substation School
Location to be determined

Sept. 15-18
Overhead School
MMUA Training Center

October 7-9
Firstline Supervision
Central Lakes College
Brainerd

Oct. 28-30
Firstline Supervision
MMUA Office, Plymouth

Dec. 1-3
Technical and Operations 
Conference
Holiday Inn, St. Cloud

Dec. 15-17
Three-Phase Transformer 
School
MMUA Training Center


