

















Elderly Michigan man freezes after limiter interrupts power to home

Compiled from press reports

BAY CITY, Mich. - Marvin
Schur, a 93-year-old World War I1
veteran reportedly froze to death
days after the Bay City, Mich.
Municipal electric utiity installed
a power-limiting device on his
home. Schur owed more than
$1,000 in unpaid bills.

Bay City is a city of 34,000
people located on Lake Huron,
about 90 miles from Detroit.

Schur was a retired foundry
worker who lived alone, his wife
having died a couple of years ago.
The couple had no children.

On Jan. 13, a worker with the
city-owned utility installed a
“limiter” on Schur’s electric me-
ter after four months of unpaid
bills. The device restricts power

and blows like a fuse if usage rises
past a set level. Electricity is not
restored until the device is flipped
back on by the homeowner, who
must walk outside to the meter.

City Electric Light & Power
did not contact Schur face-to-face
to notify him of the device and
explain how it works, instead fol-
lowing its usual policy by leaving
a note on the door. But neighbors
said Schur rarely, if ever, left the
house in the cold.

At some point, the device evi-
dently tripped and was not reset,
authorities said. Schur’s home
was heated by a gas furnace, not
electricity, but some gas furnaces
do not work properly if the power
is out.

Neighbors discovered Schur’s

body on Jan. 17 in his home. The
outside temperature ranged from
a high of 12 degrees to a low of
minus 9 on Jan. 15, the day he
was believed to have died. A heat-
ing pad was on his favorite arm-
chair by the window. The oven
door was open.

City officials are reviewing
their procedures and in the mean-
time have suspended shutoffs and
removed all limiters from homes
after using the devices for 18
years.

The medical examiner is look-
ing into whether Schur suffered
from dementia, particularly after
police found enough cash lying
around in the home to cover his
bills.

Neighbors and others have

posted messages on the Internet,
complaining it was a shabby way
to treat a veteran and demanding
city employees be fired or pros-
ecuted for not taking a few min-
utes to check on Schur, who was
a medic in the South Pacific and
earned a Purple Heart.

Michigan’s big, state-regulated
utilities are not allowed to shut
off power to senior citizens in the
winter and must offer payment
plans to the poor. State regulators
also discourage the use of limit-
ers. But Michigan’s 41 smaller
municipal utilities — Bay City’s
included — are not overseen by
the state.

Schur’s death has prompted
Michigan lawmakers to start writ-
ing legislation that could ban the
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use of limiters by municipal utili-
ties.

In Minnesota, state law al-
lows the use of limiters, but only
after all steps of the state’s Cold
Weather Rule are taken. This in-
cludes a requirement to visit the
residence to determine if it is
occupied. Minnesota municipal
utilities also routinely contact lo-
cal community action agencies in
regards to delinquent customer
accounts.
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