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77th Annual MMUA Summer Meeting

Why is this meeting important? Why should you attend?

Need to cut costs because of the economy? MMUA was
born in the depths of The Great Depression. The first an-
nual meeting was held mid-summer 1932 in Red Wing.
The second “mid-summer conference” was held June
21-22, 1933 in Hibbing.

MMUAs first president, Mr. G.E. Basom, recognized
the value of these meetings. He wrote in 1933, “Since
the inception of this organization in June 1931 at St.
Cloud, much good has come from this organization to
the Municipal Utilities of Minnesota and especially
to those who have been members and taken an active
part.”

Secretary L.A. Cowles noted, “Our meetings have been
ENLIGHTENING EXPERIENCES and we have been
of considerable assistance to a number of towns . . .”

One of the association’s purposes, set down at the time
of its formation, is to “meet, confer, and otherwise pro-

vide for the interchange of ideas and the dissemination
of information that will make for the greater efficiency
and economy of municipally owned utilities . . .” That
purpose is as vital as ever today.

It is so important the annual meeting is required by our
Articles of Incorporation.

The American Society of Association Executives
recently sent out information in regards to its Annual
Meeting and Expo. The following is borrowed liberally
from that communication.

Five reasons not to miss this year’s Annual Meeting:

Value. No matter how you cut it, the MMUA Annual
Meeting is a great value. The proof? A standard 90
minute Webinar costs $295. Our annual meeting offers a
day and a half of learning for only $200.

Time for informal discussions. You will likely find
items of interest in our formal offerings, but we know

your informal talks with your peers are perhaps even
more valuable.

Great minds don’t think alike. You need new ideas,
new solutions and new methods to see you through
these times. And the best way to get them is to interact
with other utility professionals and experts facing simi-
lar challenges.

It’s all about your connections. If it’s not clear by now
it should be; your connections are the key to getting
things done. Whether you’re looking for a new vendor,
consultant or someone with an ‘in,” you can be sure
you’ll make the right connection here.

Pressure’s on. “There’s no time like the present” has
never been more true. Prepare for the future now and
guide yourself and your utility to greener pastures.

Be a part of this grand tradition that remains vital today,

register for the MMUA Annual Summer Meeting.
—by Steve Downer

Join us for the 77th Annual MMUA Sum-
mer Meeting.

Tentative Program
Monday, August 24
9:00-12:30 Board of Directors Meeting

12:00-1:20 Check-in at Whitebirch Golf
Course for tournament

8:00-8:15 Welcome and Opening Re-

12:00-1:20 Check-in for bike ride at
MMUA desk in Breezy Point Conference
Center

marks

1:30 Golf “Best Ball Scramble” Tourna-
ment

9:00-9:45 The Washington Scene

3:00-3:45 The Climate Registry
Ann McCabe, The Climate Registry

3:00-3:45 The VALUE of Planning for

Future Personnel

Eloise Thorson, Central Lakes College

3:45-4:30 LMCIT/MMUA Generation
Operations & Maintenance Project

Mike Willetts, MMUA

Diane Blaschko, Maximus

8:15-9:00 APPA’s Priorities for 2009
Mark Crisson, APPA Executive Director

7:00-10:00 Banquet

3:45-4:30 Enhancing General Fund Rev-
enue Through Cost Allocation

5:00-7:00 Trade Show & Reception

8:30-9:15 Refrigerator Round-up Pro-
gram
Rachel Holmes, ARCA, Inc.

9:15-10:00 Data Driven Reserve Policies
Craig Popenhagen, Larson Allen, LLP

Whitebirch Golf Course
1:30 Paul Bunyan Trail Bike Ride

3:00-6:15 Registration desk open for
Conference Registration

5:00 Hotel Check-in

6:30-7:30 Welcome Reception — Marina
Deck

7:30-9:00 Outdoor Bar-B-Q — Marina
Deck

Tuesday, August 25
6:30-10:30 Breakfast served — Marina II

7:45-5:00 Registration Desk open

Michael Nolan, MMUA Washington Rep.
9:45-10:15 Refreshment Break

10:15-11:00 Energy Research and Devel-
opment at the U of M

Rodney Larkins, Initiative for Renewable
Energy and the Environment - IREE

11:00-11:45 The Smart Grid — What
Does it Mean for Distribution Utilities
Now?

Dave Berg, R. W. Beck

11:45 Luncheon
The afternoon will consist of two tracks:

1:00-1:45 Conservation with a Database
Twist
Leo Steidel, The Weidt Group

1:00-1:45 What has the Legislature done
to costs?

Ruth Hubbard, MN Rural Water Associa-
tion

1:45-2:30 Energy Smart
Mark Blaiser, Minnesota Waste Wise

1:45-2:30 Lessons Learned from the
Moorhead Flood
Bill Schwandt, Moorhead Public Utilities

Wednesday, August 26

8:00-8:30 MMUA Business Meeting

10:00-10:30 Refreshment Break

10:30-11:30 Issues Round-up
Jack Kegel, MMUA Executive Director

Robert Jagusch, MMUA Energy Services
Dir.

Mike Willetts, MMUA Job Training &
Safety Dir.

11:30-12:00 State Legislative Develop-
ments

Brad Roos, Gov’t Relation Committee
Chairman

Greg Oxley, MMUA Gov’t Relations Dir.
Bill Black, MMUA Gov’t Relations Rep.
Doug Carnival, Legislative Representa-
tive

Specific questions or concerns regarding this meeting should be directed to Bonnie Hayes at 763-746-0707 or 1-800-422-0119 (MN only).



