












March 25-27
Winter Legisla-
tive Conference
Bloomington

Watch for 
mailing!
May 12-15
Underground 
School
MMUA 
Training Center

Aug. 24-26
Annual Summer 
Conference
Breezy Point

Aug. 25-27
Substation 
School
Location to be 
determined

Sept. 15-18
Overhead 
School

Dec. 1-3
Technical and 
Operations 
Conference

For - Cable TV, Electric, Natu-
ral Gas, Water, & Wastewater 
Utilities. Understand the electro-
magnetic theory of locating and 
gain hands-on training with a 
variety of locating equipment. 

Classroom and hands-on training on the 
field, including demonstrations of vari-
ous protective systems, including slop-
ing and benching; hydraulic shoring; 
and trench shields from various manu-
facturers. Minnesota OSHA will discuss 
enforcement, citations, and accidents.

April 28-29
MMUA Training Center

Marshall, MN

Excavation Safety Training2009 Locating Workshop

April 14-15
MMUA Training Center

Marshall, MN

Mark your calendars for upcoming MMUA training opportunities!

MMUA hosts national Meter School Feb. 17-18 at our Training Center

For more information or to register, call Jamie at MMUA, 1-800-422-0119

	 All the electrical infrastructure 
in the world is of little use to a 
utility if its meters are not functi-
ioning properly.
	 MMUA, in conjunction with 
the American Public Power As-
sociation and the Minnesota Ru-
ral Electric Association, held its 
annual Meter School Feb. 17-19 
at the MMUA Training Center in 
Marshall. 
	 Sixteen verstatile meter stations 
were set up for training. Those in 
attendance were put through the 
paces by our instructors: Larry 
Chapman of Chapman Metering; 
Greg May of Two Sockets/Two 

Meters, Joe Jacobson of RES-
CO; and John Iverson and Jack 
Schwab of Steele-Waseca Rural 
Electric Cooperative. 
	 This school started with a study 
of metering formulas and how to 
apply them and ended with a look 
at remote meter reading technolo-
gies.
	 In between, students partici-
pated in either a basic level track 
or advanced level training.
	 The basic track covered basic 
meter knowledge, including how 
meters work, meter differences 
and applications, basic hands-on 
training featuring installation and 

Gary Alsaker of Willmar looks on as Doug Carlson of RPU explains a metering fine point

Sixteen metering stations were set up for various aspects of train-
ing at the MMUA school, including kiosks in the foreground and the 
metering wall, in the left background.

photos by Steve Downer

Switching Workshops

March 26th - Thief River Falls 
City Hall

April 7th - Buffalo, 
Centennial Park Fire Station 

April 15th - Owatonna 
Public Utilities

April 23rd - Alexandria 
Garden Center Lanes

April 28th - MRES Headquarters, 
Sioux Falls, S.D.

Switching Workshops

Learn procedures and steps eliminate 
voltage and flicker problems from 
switching, improve power quality,
 safety and reliability and greatly in-
crease employee safety and 
knowledge. 

testing, troubleshooting and test-
ing.
	 The advanced track included 
an exam and review and challeng-
ing hands-on training, concentrat-
ing on three-phase meter installa-
tions. troubleshooting, including 
specific situations the students 
had encountered, as well as test-
ing and adjustment of single and 

three-phase meters using various 
testers. This track ended with cir-
cuit analysis, including field site 
testing of three-phase meters, 
current transformers, and wiring 
connections.		
	 This school has traditionally 
received high marks and that has 
been the case year after year. 
	 “Good training, lots of infor-

mation,” one meter school stu-
dent wrote.
	 “Training is very beneficial,” 
said another.
	 “Great instructors,” opined a 
third.
	 Wouldn’t your utility benefit 
from sending people to this inten-
sive school next year?	


