












Upcoming MMUA Training/Educational Opportunities

Technical & Operations Conference

December 1-3, 2009 • Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites • St. Cloud
For more information, call Mike Willetts, Kevin Thompson or the MMUA Office at 1.800.422.0119

2009 T&O Conference

Nuts and bolts, volts and amps, dollars and cents, this value-packed meeting has 
something for everybody. Those who come benefit from interaction with their 
peers as well as from discussions with acknowledged experts in their fields. Work 
is still underway on the program, but so far it looks like this:

Tuesday, December 1st 
1:00 – 3:30	 Handling Difficult People (Kit Welchlin)
3:45 – 4:30	 Vendor Showcase (New!)
5:00 – 7:00	 Vendor Show/Reception

Wednesday, December 2nd 
8:30 – 11:00	 Back Injury Prevention; Myths, Misconceptions and Strategies 
that Really Work! (Michael Melmik) 
11:00 – Noon	 Accident Segment (Where are all the workers compensation 
dollars coming from LMCIT)

Manager/Superintendent Track
Worksite auditing…Tim Stoner-	
Fair Labor Act (LMCIT)-	
How to deal with Energy Theft -	

-	
Supervisor/Crew Leader Track

Okonite  - Considerations of cable design and reliability, cable -	
degradation and more
Understanding the MISO Market – Truth/Myths (MRES Ray Wahl) -	
Laminated poles and design/application-	

Thursday, December 3rd

Moorhead Flood of 2009 –Triumph and Tribulations – Bill Schwandt/Dave -	
Kahly
MMUA Standard Construction Spec’s for Municipals – (MMUA Job Training -	
& Safety Committee)
MMUA Mutual Aid Handbook – Mike Willetts-	

MMUA Update – Jack Kegel, Mike Willetts, Greg Oxley, Steve Downer -	    

			   Three-Phase 
Transformer School

December 15-17, 2009
MMUA Training Center, Marshall

Is this Greek to you? Then you need to attend the MMUA . . .

Understand this but want to expand your knowledge, expertise, and 
hone your ability on how to actually make long-lasting, 

safe and durable connections?
Then mark your calendar now!

Klaseus recalls, once the engine 
was onsite, “We pretty much just 
figured it out.” 
	 No special tools were required. 
“Just big ones,” Nick noted.
	 The McIntosh & Seymour 
weighs 128,000 pounds and is 
supported by 54 yards of con-
crete. The flywheel weighs 26,000 
pounds. The engine runs at 250 
rpm and puts out 575 horsepower. 
Bore is 17.5 inches. One thousand 
pounds of air pressure, injected 
into one cylinder, turns the en-
gine for starting. The antique air 
compressor, also taken from the 
Le Sueur power house, has a one 
inch piston and takes three and a 
half hours to reach 1,000 pounds.
	 After all that preparation: “It 
was a thrill when it fired up,” said 
John.
	 Wikipedia reports that the 
American Locomotive Company 

Generation: Project designed to help other plants

Pioneer Power:
continued from page 8

(ALCO) bought McIntosh & 
Seymour in 1928 and used the en-
gines, coupled to General Electric 
generators, to power its “boxcab” 
switching locomotives. It appears 
the three-cylinder was used in 

this role. These rail units were 
built from 1931 to 1940 and were 
among the first land vehicles to 
use the diesel-electric transmis-
sion.
	 The Fairbanks Morse unit is 

A tractor manufactured by the Minneapolis tractor company, 
owned by John and Lorraine Klaseus and on display at the Aug. 28-
30 Pioneer Power Show near Le Seuer.

continued from page 5

a four-cylinder, two-cycle unit 
which appears fairly rare. It puts 
out 300 horsepower and has a 14 
inch bore. 
	 Fairbanks Morse has a rich his-
tory. Its engines were also used 
in locomotives, but it is perhaps 
best known for its opposed-piston 

marine engines, which powered 
many underwater and surface 
craft in World War II. This robust 
design remains in manufacture 
by the company and is still used 
today in numerous applications, 
power plants and U.S. Naval ves-
sels.

	 Heitke noted there is also an 
impending exodus of knowledge-
able trained employees, so the 
timing is good to put into writing 
power plant operation.
	 LMCIT is taking a carrot-and-
stick approach to obtain the coop-
eration of members.

	 “Rebates will be offered back 
to utilities for good track records,” 
Heitke said during a presentation 
at the MMUA summer meeting. 
“If you have a loss your rebate is 
reduced.”
	 It is likely that premiums will 
be increased for cities/utilities 
which aren’t willing to work with 
LMCIT. 

	 “We want to keep premiums as 
low as possible,” Heitke said.
	 Back in Glencoe, Proehl is 
looking forward to continuing to 
document the knowledge neces-
sary to safely and efficiently op-
erate the local plant.
	 “When we got started it opened 
our eyes,” he said. “Hopefully it 
will help other cities as well.”


