
by Steve Downer
 The Glencoe Light and Power Commis-
sion at its March 23 meeting forgave its 
customers’ energy charges for the March 
meter reading. The municipal electric utili-
ty charged its usual monthly service charge. 
Bills were mailed from April 10-12.
 The municipal electric utility billed for the 
fixed monthly charge because those fixed, 
non-energy costs—including line mainte-
nance and business office functions—were 
still incurred, said General Manager Dave 
Meyer. Accurately identifying and collect-
ing fixed costs is something the utility has 
been stressing. The utility also handles bill-
ing for the city, so there was a need to bill 
all the regularly occurring water, sewer and 
other monthly charges.
 Backdrop for the unusual energy charge 
forgiveness was the coronavirus pandemic, 
state-issued stay-at-home orders and busi-
ness closures.
 “It’s a pretty tough time right now,” Com-
mission President John Schrupp told the 
McLeod County Chronicle. “We wanted to 
help people out. We wish everybody well.”

 Response from customers has been over-
whelmingly positive.
 Funds to pay for the customer energy 
charges came from a catastrophic reserve 

fund, established in 1988. The fund was es-
tablished to deal with the aftermath of tor-
nado or ice storms. While not weather-relat-

by Steve Downer
 While percentages varied 
significantly, electric utilities 
across Minnesota reported de-
creased sales (and revenues) 
during the coronavirus pan-
demic and response.
 The reduction in electric 
demand was among the topics 
covered April 24 during a ‘vir-
tual’ Midcontinent Indepen-
dent System Operator (MISO) 
quarterly update meeting, 
convened by the Minnesota 
Public Utilities Commission 
(MPUC).
 Numerous Minnesota utili-
ties and transmission provid-
ers participated in the meet-
ing. 
 Durgesh Manjure of MISO, 
noted a “rapid and dramatic 
change” in electric load since 
the imposition of unprece-
dented steps to combat coro-
navirus spread, but noted 
the drop in demand has not 
impacted reliability. Electric 
demand ‘actual to forecast’ 
under weather-normalized 
circumstances showed an 
overall 6 percent decline in 
the MISO North Region, he 
said. Individual utility results 
varied.
 With the onset of ‘stay-at-
home’ orders, load was chal-
lenging to forecast, Manjure 
reported. March stay-at-home 
orders resulted in a lower and 
flatter load profile. The load 
shape changed, with a longer 
morning peak, lasting until 

noon. Evening energy use was 
lower. Evening and morning 
peaks were lower than nor-
mal.
 Mid-April electric demand 
was 10 percent less demand 
than expected. By late April, 
energy use and demand re-
mained consistent, with small 
week-over-week reductions. 
Peak forecast errors did not 
impact reliability. A reduction 
in load, as a whole, flattened 
the load curve.
 The resource mix didn’t 
change, with more or less the 
same fuel mix. The stay-at-
home orders coincided with 
peak wind time: there was 
18,000 MW ‘peak wind’ on the 
regional system.
 Great River Energy (GRE) 
reported no pandemic impact 
on load data, with any March 

difference due to weather. 
With the March 27 stay-at-
home issued, April might be 
impacted, with load shifting. 
The GRE board reportedly al-
located relief to distribution 
cooperatives, forgiving late 
fees, etc.
 ITC, a transmission compa-
ny, reported a load decrease 
larger than what MISO re-
ported. Weather normalized, 
Michigan load was down 20 
percent, while Iowa-Minneso-
ta was down 10 to 15 percent. 
 Minnesota Power reported 
an April 16 daily peak down 
20 percent, with 300 mega-
watts (MW) due to large 
customers idling or down for 
maintenance. The daily load 
profile flattened in the days 
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Electric load drops during coronavirus response

Demand for electricity dropped significantly during the cornavirus 
pandemic. These transmission lines are located east of the Sherco 
and Monticello electric generating stations.

The Glencoe Light and Power Commission headquarters houses business offices, shop, garage 
and the 41-megawatt municipal power plant.

Glencoe forgives energy portion of customers’ March electric bills

Demand: see page 6 please 
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 The MMUA Tom Bovitz Memo-
rial Scholarship Contest winners 
were selected Monday, April 28.  
The top four essays in the 20th an-
nual contest are:
 •First Place: Cady Rancourt, 
Hibbing
 •Second Place: Ella Madson, Del-
ano
  •Third Place: Jordan Mernaugh, 
Marshall
 •Fourth Place: Hailey Egger-
braaten, Alexandria                 
 The winning essay was “well 
written, had a great understand-
ing of the scope and impact of pub-
lic utilities, and a personality that 
put it over the top for me,” said one 
judge. Several others agreed, as 
Randcourt’s submission garnered 
four first place votes.
 Also capturing a first-place vote 
was Madson’s entry. This essay 
“was very authentic,” said one 
judge. “She related utilities’ impor-
tance to herself and current events, 
appreciating the role they play in 
the COVID-19 pandemic. She also 
took the theme and expanded on it 
in the closing.”
 After those two essays, the scor-
ing tightened, with the Marshall 
and Alexandria essays capturing 
enough points to put them into the 
top four.
 The first-place scholarship car-
ries an award of $2,000, second 
place $1,500, third place $1,000 and 
fourth place $500.

Winners selected in
scholarsip contest

Scholarship: see page 8 please 

Glencoe: see page 4 please 



 With municipal utilities 
preparing return-to-work 
plans and health organiza-
tion guidance on the wear-

ing of respiratory masks in 
the midst of the COVID-19 
pandemic, MMUA Executive 
Director Jack Kegel identified 

a source of KN95 face masks, 
then surveyed members re-
garding their interest in a 
bulk purchase
 Initially hoping to reach 
the 10,000 needed to make a 
purchase, members respond-
ed with interest in a total of 
more than 40,000. With that, 
MMUA placed the order. The 
first shipment has made its 
way to Japan. As of this writ-
ing (May 6), MMUA hopes to 
receive its first shipment in 
mid-May.
 The bulk of the orders will 
be delivered by MMUA Re-
gional Safety Coordinators.

 These masks are a Chinese 
design and are manufactured 
in China.  In a technical bul-
letin issued in January 2020, 
3M stated that it is reasonable 
to consider the KN95 mask as 
equivalent to the N95 Mask.  
The U.S. FDA has issued an 
emergency use authorization 
for KN95 masks.  The C.D.C. 
lists KN95 masks as a suit-
able alternative when N95s 
are not available.   
 Once MMUA receives the 
shipment, we will get each 
member’s mask order deliv-
ered as soon as possible.  

 MMUA Executive Director 
Jack Kegel on April 14 sent 
a letter, following up earlier 
correspondence, in regards 
to provision of utility service 
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic response. The text of the 
letter is as follows:

Dear Governor Walz:
 Thank you for your recog-
nition of Minnesota utilities’ 
efforts to voluntarily suspend 
disconnections for non-pay-
ment during the pandemic 
health emergency. I want to 
assure you that Minnesota’s 
124 municipal electric and 
33 municipal gas utilities are 
extending their winter season 
protections to keep energy 

flowing. In addition, virtu-
ally all of our members oper-
ate water utilities and they 
too plan to defer any service 
disconnects. Municipal utili-
ties also remain willing to of-
fer flexible payment plans for 
customer whose accounts fall 
into arrears. Municipal utili-
ties are locally governed and 
sensitive to local needs.
 In response to a joint re-
quest of the Department of 
Commerce and the MPUC, 
many of our municipal utili-
ties have e-filed their exten-
sion of the Cold Weather 
Rule, including a continued 
period of no disconnects. Oth-
ers have provided notice via 
email rather than using the 
eDocket system, and those 
submissions may not yet ap-
pear among the docket’s post-
ings. MMMUA continues to 
follow up with our members 
to answer their questions 

about this filing request and 
to encourage their compliance 
with it.
 We understand that there 
has been some discussion in 
your administration of issu-
ing a broad executive order 
banning shutoffs. In view of 
the voluntary commitment of 
the states’ utilities to refrain 
from disconnecting custom-
ers, a gubernatorial decree 
would be both unnecessary 
and counterproductive. An 
executive order would be 
viewed by some customers as 
a guarantee of free service for 
the duration of the pandemic. 
While our municipal utili-
ties are willing to work with 
customers who can’t pay, it 
is vital that they continue to 
receive revenue from those 
who can pay. And the longer 
a customer goes without pay-
ing for service, the more dif-
ficult it becomes to work out a 

payment plan to make up the 
arrearage.
 We are now relatively 
early in what is likely to be 
a lengthy health emergency. 
Your recent extension of the 
stay at home order to May 4 
was issued in the hope that it 
can delay the COVID-19 peak 
in Minnesota until July. We 
don’t dispute the wisdom or 
necessity of your latest order. 
We do invite you to begin a 
conversation about the poten-
tial consequences of a lengthy 
moratorium on disconnec-
tions.
 The average municipal 
electric utility has just over 
3,000 customers. The median 
system has about 1,250 cus-
tomers. Median household 
incomes are typically below 
the state average. Rates are 
set to cover costs and provide 
a modest payment in lieu of 
taxes to the city.

 Financial reserves are lim-
ited, in keeping with the over-
all size of the utility.
 We anticipate that munici-
pal utility revenues will erode 
substantially in the next few 
months, and the return to 
pre-pandemic revenue levels 
may be slower than we all 
would hope. A lengthy period 
of providing uncompensated 
service to a substantial per-
centage of a utility’s custom-
ers could place a severe strain 
on the utility’s finances.
 We know that there are no 
easy answers to the issues 
raised here, Kegel concluded. 
As with so many aspects of 
this pandemic emergency, 
we’re entering uncharted 
waters. We appreciate your 
efforts in trying to chart the 
best choice for our state, and 
we will work with you to keep 
the lights on.
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15213 Danbury Ave W
Rosemount, MN 55068

(612)850-2305
www.davebergconsulting.com
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We’ve moved!
Our former offices demol-
ished to make way for re-
development, MMUA has 
moved across the street 
to 3131 Fernbrook Lane 
N., Suite 200, Plymouth, 
MN 55447-5337. All of 
our other contact info 
remains the same.
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MMUA orders, to distribute thousands of KN95 masks in pandemic response effort

Customer protections in place, MMUA corresponds with Gov. Walz on financial strain



by Paul Ciampoli
News Director, American 
Public Power Association
 As lawmakers on Capitol 
Hill craft a fourth bill that 
will address the COVID-19 
pandemic, the American Pub-
lic Power Association is voic-
ing concerns that the longer 
the pandemic goes on and 
customers can’t pay their 
electricity bills, along with 
declining load, there could be 
negative effects on cash flows 
for utilities, said Desmarie 
Waterhouse, APPA’s Vice 
President, Government Rela-
tions & Counsel.
 APPA will gather informa-
tion that would be helpful to 
make the case for some sort of 
additional funding that would 
be available to public power 
utilities.
 The additional funding 
would help public power utili-
ties weather the financial 
crunch that is anticipated 
from a combination of non-
payments by customers, as 
well as the loss of load.
 APPA will be reaching out 
to member utilities asking for 
related information. Among 
the things that APPA would 
like to hear from members 
about is whether they are 
seeing declines in load and 
at what point in their billing 
cycle they are noticing an up-
tick in the number of custom-
ers who can’t pay their bills. 
 APPA expects COVID-19 
legislation in the House of 
Representatives to include 
language that would tie re-
ceipt of any money in the bill 
to the suspension of power 
shutoffs, “whether the util-
ity gets that money directly 
or the local government that 
the public power utility is 
tied to, if that were the case, 
then that would be in effect,” 
she said. If a state receives 

funding, “it would also have 
to mandate the suspension of 
power shutoffs.”
 The power shutoff language 
would be included as part of a 
broader legislative contribu-
tion from the House Energy 
and Commerce Committee.
 A large number of public 
power utilities have already 
proactively suspended cus-
tomer disconnects in the wake 
of the pandemic in recogni-
tion of the financial hardships 
faced by many customers.

LIHEAP
 APPA is also discussing the 
need to provide further assis-
tance to individuals and small 
businesses through the Low 
Income Home Energy As-
sistance Program (LIHEAP) 
and Small Business Admin-
istration, respectively, to help 
them pay their utility bills.
 In an April 9 letter to lead-
ers in the House and Senate, 
Joy Ditto, President and CEO 
of APPA, said that Congress 
should increase funding for 
LIHEAP, as well as the Coro-
navirus Relief Fund to states.
The CARES Act includes 
$900 million for LIHEAP to 
help low-income households 
pay their utility bills during 
the crisis. 
 Along with the increase in 

funding for the Coronavirus 
Relief Fund to states and 
LIHEAP, APPA would also 
like to see completed imple-
mentation of CARES Act sec-
tion 4003(c)(3)(E) requiring 
the Treasury Department to 
work to establish a Federal 
Reserve program or facility 
that provides liquidity to the 
financial system that sup-
ports lending to states and 
municipalities. (The Federal 
Reserve on April 9 announced 
that it would help state and 
local governments manage 
cash flow stresses caused by 
the coronavirus pandemic by 
establishing a Municipal Li-
quidity Facility that will offer 
up to $500 billion in lending 
to states and municipalities.)

Pandemic creating a 
“double-edged challenge”
 The COVID-19 pandemic 
“is creating a double-edged 
challenge for these critical 
providers: increased costs 
and reduced revenues,” Ditto 
said. “Increased costs as we 
take extraordinary measures 
to ensure that ‘the lights stay 
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Washington
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Local paper lauds Glencoe Light and Power for coronavirus relief action

APPA focusing on funding for members to weather COVID-19 financial crunch

 The American Public Pow-
er Association (APPA) on 
April 28 made the decision 
to cancel its National Confer-
ence and Expo—scheduled 
for June 5-10, in Long Beach, 
California. 
 “This was not an easy de-
cision to make, but it is the 
right decision,” said APPA 
CEO Joy Ditto. “I made a 
commitment at the beginning 
of this crisis to make decisions 
keeping the health and safety 
of the APPA staff, our mem-
bers and the public at large 
at the forefront. After care-
ful consideration of all fac-
tors, it was our only choice.” 
 Instead, APPA is offering 
an alternative virtual meet-

ing: the Public Power Con-
nect Virtual Summit & Busi-
ness Meeting, which will take 
place June 8-10.
 The online conference is 
designed to capture key con-
ference elements, including 
board and business meetings, 
keynote and breakout ses-
sions. It is also said to “pro-
vide an opportunity for public 
power utilities to come togeth-
er, share and make connec-
tions in these unique times.” 
 According to its archives, 
this is the first time since 
APPA started annual nation-
al conferences after World 
War II that it has not held the 
meeting in-person. It is also 
APPA’s 80th anniversary. 

From the McLeod County Chronicle
 Imagine sitting at a meeting con-
templating spending nearly $429,000 
to help out the community and worry-
ing it won’t be enough. That’s a dilem-
ma the members of the Glencoe Light 
and Power Commission pondered last 
month when they considered a pro-
posal to waive the fee for electricity 
used during March.
 Commission members ultimately 
made the decision to waive the fee. 
They decided to take money from a 
catastrophe fund Glencoe Light and 
Power created back in 1988. The com-
mission has been squirreling away 
money into the fund, little by little, 
over the years in the event of, as the 
name suggests, a catastrophe.
 First of all, who could imagine the 
wisdom, foresight and courage to cre-
ate such a catastrophe fund and actu-
ally put money away just in case, for 
example, a tornado roared through 

Glencoe. No doubt some people to-
day perhaps wondered if commission 
members had taken leave of their 
senses. The fund provided commission 
members the opportunity to provide 
customers a break at a time when it is 
hopefully appreciated.
 Finding ways to help customers 
isn’t entirely new territory for the 
commission. Glencoe Light and Power 
works to keep its rates as affordable 
as possible. The utility typically looks 
for ways to buy down rates during the 
year.
 The catastrophe fund contained 
about $2 million before the com-
mission dipped into it last month in 
the name of helping residential and 
commercial customers. Under most 
circumstances, $2 million is a lot of 
money, but when a transformer at a 
substation costs $700,000 or a mile of 
transmission line checks in at $1 mil-

lion, that puts $2 million into a differ-
ent perspective.
 Commission members were con-
cerned how customers would perceive 
the decision. Fortunately, we hope, 
most customers have the sense to ap-
preciate the gesture.
 Commissioners worried people 
would not understand or appreciate 
the catastrophe fund or its big-picture 
purpose. They also fretted over the ex-
pectation the commission would make 
dipping into the catastrophe fund a 
more common occurrence. When pos-
sible, the commission routinely uses 
excess funds to buy-down rates.
 If the commission made a mistake, 
it might have been to pull the trigger 
on the waiver so quickly. Clearly, the 
challenges created by the pandemic 
aren’t going away immediately. Folks 
are hurting and the opportunity to 
help presented itself.

 If that’s a faux pas, commissioners 
deserve a pass for trying to help when 
they saw a need.
 It should also be noted, based on the 
reaction posted on social media, not 
every utility has the luxury of helping 
its customers out in the same way. As 
Glencoe Light and Power GM Dave 
Meyer said, every utility is facing 
different challenges, just like every 
household or business faces different 
circumstances most of us don’t know 
about.
 We applaud the commission and its 
members for the unanimous decision 
to tap its catastrophe fund to waive 
the charge for electricity used last 
month.
 Thanks so much for thinking of 
your neighbors and friends at a time 
when they need a helping hand.
— John Mueller

APPA cancels Annual Meeting 

on,’ but decreased revenues 
as commercial, industrial, 
and institutional use declines 
and delinquency in payments 
increase. The full extent 
of this may not be seen for 
weeks—or even months—and 
financial concerns may seem 
secondary when life safety is 
on the line, but we must pay 
our workers, we must pay for 
fuel that drives our power 
plants, and we must pay for 
equipment when repairs are 
needed.” 

 She pointed out that these 
utilities receive no benefit 
from the payroll tax credit 
created under the Families 
First Coronavirus Response 
Act “(though they should), 
have no access to the small 
business loans authorized by 
the CARES Act, and to date 
have not had access to the 
Federal Reserve facility.
 “We strongly encourage 
Congress to consider ways to 
ensure they all have direct ac-
cess to relief,” Ditto said.
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Pres. Trump issues executive order on electric infrastructure

Glencoe power plant, transmission investments strengthen local, regional electric grid
 Along with business of-
fice and electric distribution 
functions, the Glencoe Light 
and Power Commission owns 
and operates a 41-megawatt 
electrical generating plant. 
Though no longer supplying 
the utility’s power on a round-
the-clock basis, the plant re-
mains a valuable asset.
 Permitted by the state of 
Minnesota, Glencoe operates 
the plant under certain cir-
cumstances. 
 Generators in the plant in-
clude: 
 Engine No. 5: Fairbanks-
Morse 1,360 kilowatts (kW) 
 Engine No. 7: Enterprise 
4,100 kW 
 Engine No. 8: Cooper-Bes-
semer 5,600 kW 
 Engine No. 9: Enterprise 
7,150 kW 
 Engine No. 10: Enterprise 
7,060 kW 
 Engine No. 11: Caterpillar 
4,840 kW 
 Engine No. 12: Caterpillar 
4,840 kW 
 Engine No. 14: Caterpillar 
4,840 kW.
 Air permit stipulations 
vary, depending on the en-
gine and fuel, either diesel or 

natural gas. By permit, four 
dual-fueled generators can be 
used to supply power as part 
of a financial arrangement 
with another entity, if all of 
the following conditions are 
met: 
 The engine is dispatched 
by the local balancing author-
ity or local transmission and 
distribution system operator; 
The dispatch is intended to 
mitigate local transmission 
and/or distribution limita-
tions so as to avert potential 
voltage collapse or line over-
loads that could lead to the 
interruption of power supply 
in a local area or region; The 
dispatch follows reliability, 
emergency operation or simi-
lar protocols that follow spe-
cific National Electric Reli-
ability Corporation, regional, 
state, public utility commis-
sion or local standards or 
guidelines.
 As can be glimpsed by the 
dry language of the permit, 
Glencoe has made signifi-
cant investments, including 
generation and transmission, 
strengthening the electrical 
grid in its region of Minne-
sota.

 President Donald Trump 
on May 1 signed an executive 
order (EO) that authorizes 
U.S. Secretary of Energy Dan 
Brouillette to work with the 
Cabinet and energy industry 

to secure the country’s bulk-
power system (BPS).
 The EO, which the Ameri-
can Public Power Association 
is currently reviewing, pro-
hibits federal agencies and 

U.S. persons from acquiring, 
transferring, or installing 
BPS equipment in which any 
foreign country or foreign na-
tional has any interest and 
the transaction poses an un-
acceptable risk to national 
security or the security and 
safety of American citizens. 
 Under the executive order, 
the Secretary of Energy is au-
thorized to do the following:
 • Establish and publish cri-
teria for recognizing particu-
lar equipment and vendors as 
“pre-qualified” (pre-qualified 
vendor list);
 • Identify any now-prohib-
ited equipment already in 
use, allowing the government 
to develop strategies and 
work with asset owners to 
identify, isolate, monitor, and 
replace this equipment as ap-
propriate;
 • Work closely with the 
Departments of Commerce, 
Defense, Homeland Security, 
Interior; the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence; and other 
appropriate federal agencies 
to carry out the authorities 
and responsibilities outlined 
in the executive order.
 In addition, a task force led 
by Brouillette will develop en-
ergy infrastructure procure-
ment policies to ensure na-
tional security considerations 
are fully integrated into gov-
ernment energy security and 
cybersecurity policymaking, 
DOE noted.
 The task force will consult 
with the energy industry 
through the Electricity and 
Natural Gas Subsector Coor-
dinating Councils to further 
its efforts on securing the 
BPS.
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Glencoe: 
continued from front page

ed, the Commission reasoned 
that, for many of its custom-
ers, the pandemic and result-
ing economic downturn has 
qualified as a catastrophe. 
 With the sudden shutter-
ing of businesses and people 
furloughed or laid off, the 
five-member Commission dis-
cussed various ways of help-
ing customers through a dif-
ficult time. Legal and audit 
professionals were consulted. 
The Commission was advised 
that forgiving a bill was a bet-
ter way to aid its customers 
than a refund, which might 
create a legal/audit problem. 
 Out of a total monthly bill-
ing of $470,000, the Glencoe 
commission forgave $429,000 
in energy charges. The in-
ternally-designated reserve 
fund totaled $2.1 million. The 
utility contributes a fixed, 
budgeted amount to the fund 
annually. Both Meyer and 
Schrupp pointed out that 
while $2.1 million is gener-

ally considered a lot of money, 
it can be quickly spent in the 
capital-intensive electric util-
ity industry. 
 With the uncertainty of 
the length of the pandemic 
emergency, one of the ideas 
discussed was dividing the 
benefit between two billing 
cycles. Meyer acknowledged 
there is a lot of future eco-
nomic uncertainty, but noted 
that answers to those ques-
tions may not be apparent for 
a few months.
 The Commission settled on 
forgiving one month’s energy 
charge, at the onset of the 
emergency, to give its cus-
tomers a financial break the 
first month. That would give 
people a month to adjust, and 
make plans.
 “Customers are really ap-
preciative,” Meyer said.
 A utility foregoing revenue 
will make news, but Meyer 
was quick to point out un-
usual circumstances helped 
Glencoe.
 Along with the catastrophe 
fund, the utility had recently 

received deferred revenues 
from its municipal joint ac-
tion agency—Central Minne-
sota Power Agency Services 
(CMPAS). 
 Normally, if the Commis-
sion finds itself in an advan-
tageous financial position, it 
puts that money into infra-
structure or uses it to fore-
stall future rate increases. It 
was also concerned about how 
the forgiveness would be per-
ceived, both by customers and 
others. Just like circumstanc-
es for a business or house-
hold, each utility is different, 
Meyer pointed out.
  “The stars aligned correct-
ly for us,” he said. 
 Along with its supply from 
CMPAS, the utility buys a 
significant amount of locally-
generated renewable power 
from the Spruce Ridge Land-
fill. Combined with various 
renewable resources from 
CMPAS, Glencoe currently 
supplies 34 percent renew-
able energy.
  Glencoe is a charter city. 
The local commission is au-

tonomous, with its members 
appointed by the mayor and 
city council. Schrupp, the 
board chair, also serves as a 
city councilmember.
 Along with monthly pay-
ments, thank-you cards have 
been filling the utility’s bill-
pay drop boxes. 

 This sentence from one 
card summed it up: “Your 
simple act of kindness is truly 
a blessing during this trou-
bled time. Thank you.”
 Glencoe Light and Power 
was created in 1938. The util-
ity has 2,750 electric custom-
ers.

IT MAT TERS.
To us, your project isn’t a job - it’s an opportunity to 

make a positive impact, protect future generations, and 
ensure the vitality of where we live and work.  It matters. 

Advanced Engineering and Environmental Services, Inc.

www.ae2s.com

Providing water engineering and related services 
to help clients achieve success.

WATER ENGINEERING  |  SURVEY/MAPPING/GIS  |  FINANCIAL SERVICES
INSTRUMENTATION & CONTROLS  |  ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

 CenturyLink will pay the 
Minnesota Office of Pipeline 
Safety (MNOPS) $2.25 mil-
lion for repeatedly violating 
a state law last year which 
requires utilities to expedi-
tiously mark the location of 

underground utility lines.
 The consent order also re-
quires the company to de-
velop a damage prevention 
program, evaluate its quality 
assurance measures and pro-
vide monthly status reports 

to MNOPS regarding its on-
time response performance.
 One agreement stiplation 
is that CenturyLink must re-
spond to 90 percent of utility-
locate requests on time over 
the next two years.

CenturyLink fined for locating failures; ordered to improve response



 President Trump on April 
24 signed into law a $484 bil-
lion coronavirus response bill, 
passed by the House of Repre-
sentatives on April 23.
 The legislation provides ad-
ditional funding for business 
loans and grants, and $100 
billion in funding for hospi-
tals and COVID-19 testing. 
As part of the latter, the bill 
would provide $11 billion for 
states, localities, territories, 
and tribes to develop, pur-
chase, administer, process, 
and analyze COVID-19 tests, 
scale-up laboratory capacity, 
trace contacts, and support 
employer testing.  
 Pres. Trump has said he 
will work with Congress to 
draft another bill including 
direct aid to states and infra-
structure investment incen-
tives.
 In late March, Pres. 
Trump signed into law 
the Coronavirus Aid, Re-
lief, and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act, in response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The measure will provide 
$2 trillion in financial assis-
tance.
 Among other things, the 
CARES Act provides $900 
million for the Low Income 
Home Energy Assistance Pro-
gram (LIHEAP), which comes 
in addition to the $3.74 billion 

already appropriated for the 
account for fiscal year 2020. 
 As Congress moves to re-
spond to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, additional funding for 
LIHEAP has been a key pri-
ority for the American Public 
Power Association.

 Minnesota actions
 Minnesota’s budget fore-
cast went from a projected 
$1.5 billion surplus to a 
$2.43 billion deficit, it was 
announced May 5. The state 

leading up to the meeting. 
Lasting impacts were difficult 
to predict, said the company.
 Otter Tail Power reported 
its largest customer was a 
petroleum pipeline pumping 
station. That customer had 
been hard hit. (Federal En-
ergy Information Administra-
tion petroleum Weekly Status 
Report for the week ended 
April 24 noted “Total prod-
ucts supplied over the last 
four-week period . . . down 
by 28.0% from the same pe-
riod last year. Over the past 
four weeks, motor gasoline 
product supplied . . .  down by 
43.7% from the same period 
last year.”)
 Otter Tail reported com-
mercial/industrial use was 

down generally, although one 
bright spot was increased use 
at a cheese processing plant. 
 Xcel reported load down 4-5 
percent the first couple weeks 
of the stay-at-home order, 
then 11 percent in the after-
noon and 16 percent down in 
the morning, in mid-April. 
That reduction had stabilized 
and appeared to have “hit the 
bottom,” said a company rep-
resentative. 
 Xcel reported over 2 giga-
watts of generation outages 
delayed, due to parts delays 
from China or social distanc-
ing requirements. Lack of vi-
rus testing supplies was an 
issue. 
 In response to a question 
on the ability to provide ‘mu-
tual aid’ during the pandemic 
from Commissioner Matt 
Schuerger, who chaired the 
meeting, GRE noted that 
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Demand: 
continued from front page

Electric demand has dropped in varying amounts for various utilities, but the fuel mix has remained 
fairly constant, according to MISO. Pictured here is the Sherco generating station in Becker. The 
plume is from Unit No. 2.

Threat: see facing page please

Federal, state governments react to pandemic threat

the Electricity Subsector Co-
ordinating Council (ESCC) 
resource guide and recent 
experience with storms in 
Tennessee showed mutual 
aid worked well under new 
guidelines. (The ESCC guid-
ance is linked at the MMUA 
Covid-19 library, behind the 
login on our website.)
 Planned transmission and 
generation outages are either 
being re-scheduled or de-
layed. Many generation out-
ages have been shifted to the 

fall.
 MISO non-control room 
personnel are working from 
home until July 1. That pol-
icy is under review, with a 
phased return-to-office option 
studied. No travel is allowed. 
Access to facilities is restrict-
ed. Operations personnel are 
separated into teams. Tem-
peratures are checked at start 
of shift. Cleaning has been 
stepped up. Full isolation was 
deemed unnecessary.
 Among other topics cov-

ered were: actions taken by 
Minnesota utilities to assure 
reliable electric service; chal-
lenges have Minnesota utili-
ties encountered or antici-
pate that they may encounter 
(during the pandemic); obser-
vations with respect to chang-
es in peak demand, energy 
consumption and load profile; 
experiences that could help or 
improve the management of 
the risk associated with the 
pandemic.
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Pandemic response leads to closures; some municipal electric loads plummet
 Local coronavirus cases 
became national news when 
food processing plants closed 
in the Midwest, including in 
several MMUA-member cit-
ies. 
 Those closures mirrored 
others across the nation, im-
periling the nation’s food sup-
ply. 
 That development led Pres. 
Donald Trump April 28 to in-
voke the Defense Production 
Act, which deemed the meat 
processing plants essential 
infrastructure which must 
remain open. The federal gov-
ernment was to provide per-

sonal protective equipment 
and guidance.
 The development which 
drew the most attention was 
the closing of the JBS USA 
plant in Worthington. The 
company announced the tem-
porry closing April 20. The 
plant employs more than 
2,000 people and typically 
slaughters 20,000 hogs per 
day. 
 That same day, the Min-
nesota Department of Health 
(MDH) announced that No-
bles County had 76 coronavi-
rus cases. MDH investigators 
interviewed confirmed pa-

tients in Nobles County and 
said 33 JBS employees and 
six family members of em-
ployees had tested positive, 
as of April 18. The plant par-
tially reopened May 6. 
 JBS comprised 39 percent 
of Worthington Public Utili-
ties total retail kilowatt-hour 
sales, said General Manager 
Scott Hain. The drop in elec-
tric sales would also affect the 
utility’s supplemental whole-
sale electric supplier, Mis-
souri River Energy Services.
 Financial hardship im-
posed on employees and busi-
ness suppliers were also ex-

pected to affect the utility.
 “It impacts a lot of folks,” 
Hain said. 
 The decision to close the 
Worthington plant came less 
than two weeks after Smith-
field Foods shut down its meat 
production plant in Sioux 
Falls, S.D. Widespread plant 
closures also led to a collapse 
of hog prices, an impending 
disaster for area farmers.
 Jennie-O closed its Will-
mar turkey processing plants 
on Friday, April 24, after 14 
employees tested positive for 
COVID-19. A limited num-
ber of employees remained to 
clean and disinfect the plants.
 According to the company 
website, the Jennie-O Tur-
key Store operation includes 
12 lay farms, three hatcher-
ies, more than 100 commer-
cial growing farms, eight feed 

mills and seven processing 
plants in Minnesota and Wis-
consin, which employ more 
than 7,000 people. Two pro-
cessing plants are located in 
Willmar, with another in Mel-
rose.
 According to news reports, 
Jennie-O is Kandiyohi Coun-
ty’s largest employer with 
1,650 employees.
 Comfrey Farm Prime Pork 
Windom reportedly employs 
660 people, and closed for 
two days after discovery of a 
coronavirus case. After two 
days of sanitizing and review 
of work procedures the plant 
reopened.
 Meanwhile, White House 
economic advisors warned of 
Great Depression-level unem-
ployment this summer, with 
a jobless rate that could spike 
to 20 percent by June. 

does have a $2.4 billion ‘rainy 
day’ fund.
 Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz 
April 23 issued Executive Or-
der 20-40, which provides “a 
limited first step in the pro-
cess of returning to work,” 
beginning with workers at 
non-Critical Sector industri-
al, manufacturing and office-
based businesses that are 
“non-customer facing.”
 There were 2.6 million Min-
nesotans working, as of April 
23, said the Department of 

Employment and Economic 
Development. Executive Or-
der 20-40 was expected to 
allow around 20,000 busi-
nesses and roughly 80,000 to 
100,000 workers to go back to 
work beginning on Monday, 
April 27.
 Before reopening, business-
es were required to develop 
plans to monitor and protect 
their employees’ health, in-
cluding sanitation and clean-
ing procedures.
 During a news conference 
announcing the plan, how-
ever, Gov. Walz announced 
Minnesota schools will re-

main closed through the end 
of the academic year.
 Previously, on April 8, Gov. 
Walz extended the stay-at 
-home order until May 4, with 
some few exceptions.  
 The state Health Depart-
ment reported May 4 that 
deaths tied to COVID-19 rose 
to 428, as current hospitaliza-
tions (396) and intensive care 
cases (166) also hit new highs.
Confirmed cases jumped as 
the state’s program to test for 
the disease accelerated, with 
7,234 Minnesotans tested 
positive since the pandemic 
began. 

Threat: 
continued from facing page



 The following is the first 
place essay in the 2020 
MMUA Tom Bovitz Memorial 
Scholarship Award contest.
by Cady E. Rancourt 
 Like nearly everyone else, 
the very first thing that I do 
in the morning is check my 
phone.
 It’s been charging all night 
and is ready for another 
day of incessant use. Then, 
I turn on my bedroom light. 
I’ll head into the kitchen 
and open the fridge as my 
dad turns on the TV in the 
living room. My way of life 
is governed by every flip 
of a lightswitch, by every 
plug put into an outlet—the 
power, whether being de-
livered to my house or not, 
decides what I do and when 
I do it. Beyoncé may claim 
that girls run the world, but I 
maintain the notion that the 
men and women employed 
in public power hold true 
sovereignty. My local munici-
pal utilities, Hibbing Public 
Utilities (HPU), certainly 
runs my world; this concept 
is often forgotten and goes 
unappreciated by many until 

the power ceases via rogue 
squirrel or robust storm. 
Municipal utilities like HPU 
are incredibly crucial to the 
lovely machination of our 
communities—they provide 
the everyday power that 
turns the metaphorical gears 
of a town: schools, stores, 
restaurants, and homes.
 Behind the scenes, how-
ever, municipal utilities do 
much more and offer several 
other benefits to customers 
that often go unrecognized.
 Firstly, municipal utili-
ties—in comparison to larger, 
investor-owned, profit-driven 

power providers—keep 
operations local. They’re 
frequently headed by com-
missions appointed by city 
councils; this allows citizens 
of a particular area to have 
some say in who’s in charge 
of providing such essential 
services to them and their 
neighbors. Municipal utilities 
are then consequently run by 
people who best know how to 
suit the individual needs of 
their community while still 
being held subject to all of 
Minnesota’s regulatory laws. 
Minnesota Municipal Utili-
ties Association (MMUA) 
says it best: “No other utility 
invites as much public input 
or operates in such an open, 
democratic manner.”
 The aforementioned close-
ness between municipal 
utilities and their respective 
towns is particularly evident 
between HPU and Hibbing 
proper. This internalized, 
focused nature of municipal 
utilities fosters customized 
care to communities that 
might otherwise be over-
looked by other utility orga-
nizations. For example, in 
1991 HPU donated $200,000 

towards the renovation of the 
Hibbing Memorial Building, 
a building incredibly rooted 
in Hibbing’s past, present, 
and future. Annually, count-
less community events take 
place there. The Memorial 
building offers a place for 
our hockey games, curling 
bonspiels, weddings, gradua-
tion parties, fundraisers, and 
much more. By contribut-
ing to the betterment of the 
Memorial Building, HPU 
was preserving the livelihood 
and long-held traditions of 
the Iron Range. Had Hibbing 
been a customer of a larger 
utility provider, the Memo-
rial Building might not even 
be standing today.
 Another advantage of the 
localization of municipal 
utilities lies in problem reso-
lution. In the case a problem 
arises for a customer, re-
sponse time and restoration 
come faster and with more 
efficacy. Utility workers are 
better able to understand the 
intricacies and unique cir-
cumstances of their city, and 
are thus equipped with the 
ability to produce the neces-
sary solutions within a short-

er time frame as compared to 
a utilities organization that 
operates over several cit-
ies. HPU has demonstrated 
this time and time again 
through individual customer 
issues and city-wide out-
ages; they are always quick 
in informing their customers 
on situations by way of social 
media platforms and the eas-
ily accessible HPU website. 
Among other things, mu-
nicipal utilities also tend to 
keep costs lower for custom-
ers, offer free or discounted 
assistance to other city 
departments, and lend funds, 
materials, and equipment to 
local projects.
 Whether customers realize 
it or not, everyone reaps the 
benefits of their local munici-
pal utilities. Their operations 
have an impact on nearly 
every facet of daily life.   
 Power truly is the blood 
that runs through a city’s 
streets, keeping it alive and 
keeping us all connected to 
each other and to the outside 
world. Without it, we would 
be lost. As such, education 
regarding the services that 
municipal utilities provide is 
absolutely necessary for the 
long-term success of these 
organizations. Citizens must 
strive to protect, advocate 
for, and acknowledge their 
local utility provider and the 
earnest efforts of its employ-
ees.
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Good for all of us: Municipal benefits flow from close community relationships
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 The contest was created as 
a public relations tool to in-
crease the awareness of pub-
lic power and create goodwill 
in the community for the lo-
cal municipally-owned utility.  
Essay theme was “Municipal 
Utilities: Good for All of Us.”  
 The essays were initially 
submitted to the governing 
body of the local utility.  Win-
ners of the local contests were 
then entered in the statewide 
contest.  Judges included five 
MMUA member utility rep-
resentatives and one MMUA 
staff member. Judges ranked 
their top four essays, point 
values were assigned and 
winners selected.
 The award is named in 
honor of the late Tom Bovitz, 
a firm believer in the value of 
education, who was a former 
general manager of Hibbing 
Public Utilities and MMUA 
president. MMUA, headquar-
tered in Plymouth, represents 
the interests of the state’s 124 
municipally-owned electric 
and 33 municipally-owned 
gas utilities. 
 MMUA thanks all its mem-
bers who forwarded contest 
materials to their local schools 
and all contest entrants.

Scholarship: 
continued from front page

Municipal utilities like 
HPU are incredibly 
crucial to the lovely 
machination of our 
communities—they 
provide the everyday 
power that turns the 
metaphorical gears of 
a town: schools, stores, 
restaurants, and 
homes.
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 The 299-foot chimney on 
Silver Lake Plant’s Unit 
4, operated by Rochester 
Public Utilities (RPU), 
will be demolished early this 
summer. The Rochester land-
mark was built in 1968 and 
was in use until it was shut 
down on September 24, 2013. 
The chimney was sound 
for decades as hot flue gas 
kept the chimney warm and 
prevented the penetration 
of moisture into its cracks 
and crevices. As the unit was 
cycled on and off more often 
at the end of its life, rain, 
snow, and ice ate away at its 
integrity, accelerating the 
rate of deterioration. 
 Although it is in no im-
mediate danger of collaps-
ing, the attached structures 
(ladder, shelter, lighting 
platforms) could eventually 
produce a safety hazard. 
 Meanwhile, when fire 
engulfed a garage and 
threatened other buildings 
in northeast Rochester late 
on April 19, among those 
quickly responding was a 
crew from RPU. The utility 
cut power in the immediate 
area, allowing fire crews to 
safely extinguish the fire.

 The City of Virginia, ac-
cording to the Mesabi Daily 
News, expected to furlough 
28 percent of its employees 
due to budget shortfalls 
caused by pandemic issues. 
The city was projecting a 
budget shortfall of approxi-
mately $950,000. Twenty-
eight of 100 employees would 
be impacted, mostly in the 
library and parks depart-
ments.

 Like city offices through-
out Minnesota, New Ulm 
municipal facilities were 
closed throughout April until 
at least May 4. This included 
city hall, public library, 
street department, recreation 
center, civic center and com-
munity center.

 The Lakefield City 
Council May 4 passed a 
resolution declaring the city 
a “constitutional and busi-
ness-friendly community.” 
The city pledged to not direct 
any city resources to enforc-
ing stay-at-home orders or 
restaurant and bar closures. 
The vote was 3-2.

 The Alexandria City 
Council awarded bids ap-
proximating $208,000 for 
materials to replace a sec-
tion of ALP Utilities electric 
lines. In a separate action, 
the council also approved 
a $580,000 construction 
bid. The project is part of 
an ongoing effort to place 
the municipal electric lines 
underground. Total project 
cost was estimated at $1.8 

million, which was included 
in the ALP Utilities Board 
budget.

 With much business and 
industry closed, a hopeful 
note came from Lake City 
in April, as the city-owned 
marina replaced a 300-foot 
dock destroyed by last fall’s 
tornado, and boats began 
entering the water by late in 
the month. 
 The marina is the larg-
est between St. Paul and St. 
Louis and accommodates 635 
boats.

 The UPM Blandin pa-
per mill in Grand Rapids 
announced April 20 that it 
would close temporarily due 
to economic consequences of 
the coronavirus. The closure 
affected 240 employees.

 The Grand Rapids 
Economic Development 
Authority in April approved 
eight loans for area busi-
nesses affected by shutdowns 
related to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. The $15,000 loans are 
interest free and are payable 
over five years. More loans 
were expected.

 On March 25—the day that 
Governor Tim Walz issued 
his “stay home” order—most 
lodging establishments in the 
state closed their doors—and 
the Grand Marais Public 
Utilities Commission saw 
a 10 percent decrease in elec-
tric sales.
 Grand Marais is among 
the Minnesota cities that 

operate campgrounds. Like 
others around the state, the 
opening date at the camp-
ground has been left purpose-
ly vague, as the city awaits 
more news from the governor 
regarding campgrounds.

 A fire broke out at a 
downtown Grand Marais 
restaurant early afternoon 
April 13. Grand Marias 
Public Utilities Commission 
was dispatched to cut power 
to area, and the city also 
deployed a backhoe to help 
firefighters. Three area fire 
departments responded to 
a call for mutual aid. Three 
buildings were destroyed. No 
one was hurt. The cause was 
unknown but under investi-
gation.
 The City of Grand Marais 
asked customers to reduce 
water use in an effort to 
maintain adequate supply. 

 Cook County, popula-
tion: 5,400, in mid-April 
was one of just a handful of 
Minnesota counties without 
any confirmed coronavirus 
cases. But Cook was hit hard 
by in another way: jobs. The 
tourism-dependent county, 
since mid-March, has seen 
unemployment applications 
roughly equivalent to 29 
percent of the size of its 2019 
workforce, according to data 
from the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Employment and 
Economic Development—a 
higher share than any other 
county in the state.

 Three mines—Hibbing 
Taconite, Keewatin 
Taconite and Northshore 
Mining laid off workers and 
planned to idle into the sum-
mer, as the demand for steel 

tumbled during the corona-
virus pandemic. The three 
mines provide approximately 
1,500 jobs.

 As of April 22, the Star 
Tribune reported that four 
Minnesota ethanol plants 
are idled and many more 
have throttled back produc-
tion as pandemic response 
sapped gasoline demand. 
U.S. ethanol production has 
hit an all-time low. Nearly 
30 percent of the nation’s 
204 biofuel plants have been 
idled since March 1, while 
many have slashed produc-
tion.
 Corn Plus in Winnebago, 
Guardian Energy Manage-
ment in Janesville; and 
Chippewa Valley, Benson 
shifted to making hand 
sanitizer. Ethanol makers 
consumed 36 percent of Min-
nesota’s corn crop in 2019, 
according to the Minnesota 
Bio-Fuels Association.

 The Fairmont City 
Council April 13 selected 
five finalists to invite for 
in-person interviews for the 
city administrator position. 
Interviews would be held in 
May.
 The post has been open 
since Nov. 15. Mark Sievert, 
former city administrator in 
St. James and Lake City, has 
been serving as interim ad-
ministrator. He is scheduled 
to leave Fairmont May 28.
 Following pandemic re-
sponse protocols, the meeting 
was held in a “video chat” 
with the city’s executive 
search firm.

 Thea Boesch is the new 
Truman city clerk. Boesch 
is a native of the area with a 

business and banking back-
ground. 

 Merton Auger, a former 
MMUA board member, has 
retired after 43 years with 
the City of Buffalo.
 Laureen Bodin has re-
placed Auger as city adminis-
trator.

 Mark Lorenz stepped down 
from the Breckenridge 
Public Utilities Commis-
sion in March, after 27 years 
of service. He has been re-
placed on the board by Nate 
Summerville. Summerville is 
an electrical contractor and 
the city’s fire chief.

 Approximately a foot of 
snow fell in northwest Min-
nesota on April 11, which 
renewed flooding concerns. 
The Sorlie Bridge over the 
Red River between Grand 
Forks, N.D. and East Grand 
Forks was closed temporar-
ily on April 2.
 The Red River at East 
Grand Forks April 13 was 
at major flood stage. Waters 
began to recede later that 
week. 

 Broadband issues con-
tinue to plague rural parts 
of northeastern Minnesota, 
especially with increased 
demand on the system with 
stay-at-home orders and 
school closures.
 Internet service went 
down at least three times in 
Ely, including for a 12-hour 
stint on Sunday, March 29. 
Outages impacting schools 
and work were also reported 
in the city of Aurora and 
Biwabik Township.
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exempt financing. 
 The Minnkota-NMPA Joint 
System energy requirements 
are forecasted to increase 1.0 
percent per year. Minnkota is 
a market participant in the 
Midcontinent Independent 
System Operator (MISO) 
energy market but purchas-
es little from the market. 
Minnkota anticipates no need 
for additional generation ad-
ditions in the 2019-2033 time-
frame.
 NMPA owns a 30 percent 
share of the Coyote generat-
ing plant, a 427-megawatt 
(MW) facility located near 
Beulah, N.D. NMPA also 
owns an undivided interest in 
Minnkota’s transmission sys-
tem based on a ratio of NM-
PA’s load to the Joint System 
load. 
 The Joint System purchas-
es from renewable energy 
resources are significantly 
greater than its require-
ments. The Joint System has 
met the Minnesota energy 
efficiency and conservation 
requirements and is antici-
pated to continue to meet the 
requirements in the future.
 The Joint System has de-
veloped an effective demand 

response program. Minnkota 
controls 400 MW of interrupt-
ible winter load in 2020; 100 
MW summer.
 The Joint System has di-
verse energy resources. Exist-
ing resources consist of base-
load, diesel and hydro. The 
Young 1, Young 2, and Coyote 
generating units are all base-
load generation. Minnkota 
also has power purchase 
agreements for wind-derived 
energy.  
 Minnkota’s transmission 
facilities are directly inter-
connected with seven area 
utilities: Manitoba Hydro, 
Montana-Dakota Utilities 
Company, Minnesota Power, 
Otter Tail Power Company, 
Xcel Energy, Great River En-
ergy, and WAPA.
 Minnkota’s extensive 
transmission system and 
large number of interconnec-
tions with other utilities en-
hances reliability and permits 
the sale or purchase of energy 
with neighboring companies.
 The Minnkota system is 
winter peaking.
 The Minnkota member sys-
tems’ service areas, which en-
compass 34,500 square miles, 

are located in northwestern 
Minnesota and the eastern 
third of North Dakota and 
serve approximately 137,000 
customers. The 12 municipal 
utilities serve the electrical 
requirements of approxi-
mately 15,300 customers. 
(For comparison, Minnesota 
Power serves 146,741 retail 
customers; Otter Tail 131,170 
across three states and 
Southern Minnesota Munici-
pal Power Agency 118,000.)

Purchases
 • Minnkota has a Firm 
Power Allocation from WAPA. 
This allocation provides firm 
capacity and energy to the 
Joint System of 72.632 MW 
and 358,303 MWh per year.
 • Eight of the 12 NMPA 
municipals have a WAPA 
Firm Power Allocation. These 
allocations provide firm ca-
pacity and energy to the Joint 
System of 40.6 winter / 36.2 
summer and 174,311 MWh 
per year.
 • Minnkota purchases the 
electrical output from the 
Fargo, ND, landfill gas facil-
ity, which has a capacity of 
0.925 MW.
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 The Minnesota Public Util-
ities Commission (MPUC) on 
Feb. 27 accepted the Inte-
grated Resource Plan (IRP) 
of Minnkota Power Coopera-
tive, Inc. (Minnkota) which 
provides wholesale electric 
service to 11 retail distribu-
tion cooperatives and is also 
associated with the North-
ern Municipal Power Agency 
(NMPA), a municipal power 
agency serving 12 municipals, 
including 10 in Minnesota.
 The primary function of an 
IRP is to demonstrate how 
a utility plans to meet the 
electrical needs of its end-use 
consumers over the next 15 

years. Minnkota and NMPA 
together submitted the IRP 
to fulfill regulatory require-
ments of the MPUC and the 
federal Western Area Power 
Administration (WAPA). 
 Minnkota and NMPA form 
a Joint System, through op-
erating agreements and joint 
ownership of transmission fa-
cilities. Additionally, Minnko-
ta’s generation, NMPA’s gen-
eration, Minnkota’s WAPA 
allocation, and the NMPA 
WAPA allocations collectively 
serve the Joint System capac-
ity and energy requirements, 
consistent with applicable tax 
law relative to NMPA’s tax-

State regulators accept Minnkota/NMPA integrated resource plan filing

 Minnkota Power Coopera-
tive is engineering Project 
Tundra, a proposed carbon 
capture system at the Milton 
R. Young Station near Cen-
ter, N.D.
 Minnkota last fall received 
$9.8 million from the U.S. De-
partment of Energy (DOE), 
which then provided access 
to $15 million from the state 
of North Dakota’s Lignite Re-
search Fund.
 The grant is assisting 
Minnkota in completing ad-
vanced research and engi-
neering design on the project 
—one of the final steps before 
deciding whether to move for-
ward and begin construction.
 The vision for Project Tun-
dra is to equip Unit 2 at the 
coal-based Milton R. Young 

Station with technologies 
that will capture more than 
90 percent of the CO2 emis-
sions. The CO2 would then be 
permanently stored in a deep 
geologic formation more than 
a mile underground. 
 In addition to research 
on the CO2 capture system, 
Minnkota is also conducting 
significant research on deep 
geologic storage of CO2 near 
the Young Station. A geo-
physical survey has gathered 
information about rock lay-
ers in the deep subsurface. 
Minnkota engaged with land-
owners, local leaders and re-
ceived state permits prior to 
beginning this research.
 Project Tundra is estimat-
ed to cost approximately $1 
billion. The project is current-

ly seeking financial partners 
to help utilize existing 45Q 
federal tax credits, which are 
currently $50 per ton of CO2 
that is captured and stored in 
a geologic formation deep un-
derground.
 Project Tundra is pursuing 
financing opportunities and 
preparing to begin the per-
mitting work. The process of 
capturing, injecting and stor-
ing CO2 underground is be-
ing carefully studied and will 
need to be approved in a rig-
orous regulatory process over-
seen by the state of North Da-
kota and U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency. A project 
timeline calls for construction 
to commence in 2022-2023.

Minnkota’s ‘Project Tundra’ studies carbon capture 

 The American Public Pow-
er Association recently hon-
ored more than one hundred 
public power utilities with a 
“certificate of excellence” for 
reliable performance in 2019, 
as shown by comparing their 
outage records against na-
tionwide data gathered by the 
Energy Information Adminis-
tration (EIA).
 The utilities that were rec-
ognized by the Association 
have been keeping track of 
their reliability data via the 
Association’s web-based sub-
scription service, called eRe-
liability Tracker, which lets 
utilities collect, categorize 

and summarize their outage 
information.
 At the end of the year, the 
Association benchmarks their 
data against national sta-
tistics from EIA, which is a 
branch of the Department of 
Energy.
 Utilities that placed in 
the top quartile of reliabil-
ity nationwide, as measured 
against the EIA’s data on 
System Average Interrup-
tion Duration Index (SAIDI) 
received the certificate of ex-
cellence. The EIA information 
comes from the agency’s an-
nual surveys of electric power 
utilities via EIA Form 861.

 Minnesota utilities that 
earned recognition include:
•ALP Utilities (Alexandria)
•Austin Utilities
•Chaska Public Utilities
•City of Benson Light & Wa-
ter Dept.
•City of Luverne 
•City of Ortonville 
•Detroit Lakes Public Utilities
•Elk River Municipal Utilities
•Fairmont Public Utilities 
Commission
•Hutchinson Utilities Com-
mission
•Jackson Municipal Utilities
•New Ulm Public Utilities

Minnesota municipals join ranks of reliabilty leaders

Reliability: see facing page



Building a Better World
for All of Us

Engineers  |  Architects  |  Planners  |  Scientists sehinc.com  •  800.325.2055

Let’s show the world what we can do together. 

Day by day. Project by project. 

Together we’re renewing infrastructure 

and keeping the world in business.   

May 2020 The Resource/11

Thief River Falls moves forward;
repairs hydroelectric turbine
 The Thief River Falls mu-
nicipal power plant, located 
adjacent to a Red Lake River, 
contains hydroelectric tur-
bines that have been benefit-
ting the city since their origi-
nal installation in 1927. The 
plant also contains four inter-
nal combustion units.
 Hydro turbine No. 2 last 
year suffered a catastrophic 
failure. The process is under-
way to repair the turbine and 
return it to service. It may 
cost up to $2 million to repair 
turbine No. 2, depending on 
the final bids. Insurance is 
expected to cover most of the 
cost.
 Turbine No. 1 continues to 
run and generate electricity. 
 Each turbine has been ser-
viced and re-wound over the 
years. They offset wholesale 
electric purchases, often sav-
ing a minimum of $180,000 
to $250,000 annually. The 
turbines produce electricity 
around the clock, as long as 
there are good head waters 
coming into the dam.
 Initial plant repair work 
had begun but was halted 
with the outbreak of the coro-
navirus pandemic. Early esti-
mates for project completion 

date of late this year now ap-
pear overly optimistic.
 The project will involve 
updated relays and breakers 
going into the main electrical 
panel.
 The dam was built in 1892 
and was originally the site for 
a crush mill. In 1892, the city 
commissioned General Elec-
tric to design a hydroelectric 
plant to power their “white 
way” lights, some of which 
still exist at the local Pioneer 
Village. The hydroelectric 
plant was built in 1905.
 The power plant also con-
tains four reciprocating in-
ternal combustion engines. 
While generation has been 
updated over the years, the 
plant does contain two die-
sel engines purchased from 
decommissioned submarines 
after World War II. 
 The plant regularly churn-
ing out a good amount of hy-
dropower on a daily basis. 
The engines were most re-
cently pressed into service in 
earnest during the ice storm 
of 1997, when transmission 
feeds to the city were inter-
rupted. The local generating 
capacity remains a valuable 
asset.

For generations, adults and children have walked past the Thief River Falls Municipal Utilities power 
plant to fish below the dam on the Red Lake River.

•Olivia Municipal Utilities
•Owatonna Public Utilities
•Shakopee Public Utilities 
Commission 
•Wadena Light & Water Dept. 
•Willmar Municipal Utilities.
 A closer look at one util-
ity reveals just how reliable 
these utilities are. Like many 

municipal utilities, ALP con-
ducts annual reviews of its 
system to identify areas that 
may need improvement and 
performs ongoing mainte-
nance to prevent service in-
terruptions. According to the 
numbers for 2019, ALP’s av-
erage outage time was only 
28.62 minutes, compared to 
the industry average of 143 
minutes. This means that 
measured out over approxi-

mately 10,000 electric me-
ters, a customer’s total outage 
time was 114 minutes shorter 
than the national average. 
 If your municipal utility 
meets the standards for rec-
ognition but tracked reliabil-
ity using a different method, 
please contact Steve Downer 
at MMUA for inclusion in the 
reliability honor roll.

Reliability: 
continued from facing page



 Troy Adams, Elk River 
Municipal Utilities (ERMU) 
general manager, has ac-
cepted the position of general 
manager with the Manitowoc 
Public Utilities (MPU), in 
Manitowoc, Wisc.
 Adams is chair of the 
MMUA government relations 
committee and served as 
MMUA president in 2015-16.
 MPU general manager 
Nilash Kothari reached out 
to Adams personally. Adams 
eventually agreed to visit the 
utility, which is located on the 
Manitowoc River and Lake 
Michigan, 45 minutes south 
of Green Bay. The opportu-
nity at MPU proved to be too 
good to pass up. With the sup-
port of his family, Adams ac-
cepted the offer.
 The MPU general manager 
also acts as manager of Great 
Lakes Utility, a municipal 
power agency that includes 
Manitowoc and 10 other mu-
nicipal utilities in Wisconsin 
and Michigan.
 Adams, a Wisconsin native, 
has been ERMU general man-
ager since 2009. He started at 
ERMU 2006 as Engineering 
Manager.   
 In ERMU he leaves a re-
liable, robust, and fiscally 
sound utility. ERMU re-
duced electric rates 5 percent 
in 2019 and held that rate 
steady for 2020. ERMU has 
12,244 electric meters.
 Adams “met challenges 
head-on to the point where 
ERMU is now looked at as 
one of the top municipals in 
the state,” Elk River Mayor 
John Dietz said in a state-
ment to the Elk River Star 
News.
 Dietz, who doubles as the 
ERMU chair, lauded Adams’ 
team approach to manage-

ment and concluded, “All 
ERMU customers and Elk 
River citizens owe Troy a debt 
of gratitude for everything he 
has done to make this a better 
place . . . I wish Troy all the 
best in the future and thank 
him for his tremendous effort 
on our behalf.”
 MPU is a municipally-
owned electric and water 
utility serving approximate-
ly 17,800 accounts. It is Wis-
consin’s largest municipal 
electric utility. 
 Adams last summer re-
ceived the MMUA President’s 
Award, the association’s high-
est individual achievement 
award. Previously, he had 
also received the MMUA Dis-
tinguished Service Award.

 Adams completed Public 
Power Manager Certification 
through APPA and was elect-
ed to the APPA board in 2019. 
 He was instrumental in de-
veloping the curriculum for 
the MMUA Leadership Acad-
emy, and is formerly chair 
of the Midwest Municipal 
Transmission Group.
 Adams has also been a fre-
quent presenter in legislative 
meetings and at numerous 
MMUA and APPA conferenc-
es. 
 MMUA thanks Adams for 
his contributions to the ad-
vancement of Public Power in 
Minnesota, and wishes him 
the best as he continues his 
career in Wisconsin.
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 MMUA’s Nominations and 
Awards Committee is accept-
ing nominations for MMUA 
awards. The deadline to sub-
mit a nomination is June 19. 
This is a great way to recog-
nize a municipal utility col-
league, a public official, or a 
municipal utility system for 
showing leadership and in-
novation and providing an ex-
ample for others to follow.
 Nomination forms can be 
downloaded from MMUA.org 
at the Awards and Recogni-
tion page on the ‘About’ menu. 
All nominations will be con-

sidered by MMUA’s Nomina-
tion and Awards Committee 
and the awards will be pre-
sented at the MMUA Sum-
mer Conference in August.
 Here is a brief summary 
of the awards for which we 
are accepting nominations. 
Please consider recognizing 
the accomplishments of a 
member of our community by 
submitting a nomination.
• System Innovation Award. 
This award is given to a util-
ity that has demonstrated 
leadership and innovation in 
customer service, energy effi-

ciency or renewables, technol-
ogy, or other areas.
• Public Service Award. This 
award is given to a state, or 
federal elected or appointed 
official who has been a strong 
supporter of MMUA and its 
members.
• Distinguished Service 
Award. This award is given to 
individuals who perform out-
standing service in support of 
the association and its goals.
• Community Service Award. 
This award is given to an in-
dividual who has performed 
long and well in support of a 
municipal utility at the local 
level.
• Rising Star Award. This 
award recognizes a future 
leader who has demonstrated 
a dedication to the goals and 
principles of municipal utili-
ties through problem solving, 
creativity, and job knowledge.
• Honorary Lifetime Mem-

bership Award. This presti-
gious award symbolizes a long 
professional life dedicated not 
only to the advancement of 
municipal utilities locally, but 
also for the betterment of our 
industry on a statewide basis.

Nominations sought for
five board seats
 Serving on MMUA’s Board 
of Directors is an honor, as 
well as a great opportunity for 
professional growth. Five po-
sitions on the MMUA Board 
will be up for election at this 
year’s Summer Conference. 
Vernell Roberts of Detroit 
Lakes, John Crooks of Sha-
kopee and Chris Olson of Al-
exandria will have completed 
their second three-year term 
in August and will be leaving 
the board.  
 Mark Nibaur of Austin and 
Carol Laumer of Willmar will 
have completed their first 

three-year term and are up 
for re-election this year.
 Please return completed 
nomination forms, by June 19 
to Theresa Neddermeyer via 
email (tneddermeyer@mmua.
org), fax (763.551.0459) or 
mail to 3131 Fernbrook Lane 
N., Suite 200, Plymouth, MN 
55447.
 During the state’s order to 
stay-at-home, MMUA em-
ployees are working remotely 
so faxes and regular mail will 
be held until we return.
 If you have any questions 
about the nominations pro-
cess or what service on the 
board involves, please contact 
MMUA Executive Director 
Jack Kegel. He will be happy 
to fill you in on the role of the 
board member and the time 
commitment involved. You 
can email jkegel@mmua.org 
or call 763.746.0701.

Nomination window opens for MMUA board of directors, full slate of awards

Elk River’s Adams, MMUA leader, heads to Wisconsin



 One hundred twenty-five 
utilities have earned the 
American Public Power As-
sociation’s Safety Award of 
Excellence for safe operating 
practices in 2019. 
 More than 335 utilities 
entered the annual safety 
awards program. 
 Entrants were placed in 
categories according to their 
number of worker-hours and 
ranked based on the most 
incident-free records during 
2019. 
 The incidence rate, used to 
judge entries, is based on the 
number of work-related re-
portable injuries or illnesses 
and the number of worker-
hours during 2019, as defined 
by the Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration.
 The safety awards have 
been held annually for the 
last 60 years. 
 Minnesota winners include:

 •Detroit Lakes Public Util-
ities
 •Hutchinson Utilities Com-
mission
 •New Prague Utilities 
Commission

 •Sleepy Eye Public Utili-
ties
 •Willmar Municipal Utili-
ties
 •Worthington Public Utili-
ties 
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MMUA mourns the loss of Shane St. Clair, trainer and regional safety coordinator, 55
 Shane Shannon St. Clair,  
55, MMUA regional safety 
coordinator/job training and 
safety instructor, died in a 
motorcycle accident the after-
noon of April 18 near Viborg, 
South Dakota.
 St. Clair, 55, of Sioux Falls, 
joined MMUA in June 2015.
 St. Clair was born April 
7,1965 to Charles and An-
nette St. Clair (Fodness) in 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 
His family moved to Ches-
ter, South Dakota in his ear-
ly childhood. He graduated 
from Chester High School in 
1983 where he had lifelong 
friendships and fond memo-
ries of football, wrestling, 
and antics from his youth.
 Shane was married to 
JoLynn McClain from 1986 
to 1999. They had two 
boys, Jordan and Andrew 

St.Clair. Shane graduated 
from Mitchell Technical In-
stitute Lineman College in 
1988. 
 From 1989-2015 he 
worked for Otter Tail Power 
as a Lineman and Service 
Representative. In 2015, he 

was hired by MMUA where 
he worked as a Regional 
Safety Coordinator and 
JT&S Instructor. He contin-
ued serving many communi-
ties in South Dakota, Min-
nesota, North Dakota, and 
Wisconsin. He loved being a 
lineman and his continued 
work with linemen.
 In 1985, Shane joined the 
South Dakota Air National 
Guard where he served in 
the 114th Fighter Wing, 
Civil Engineer Squadron. 
 Using his professional 
lineman training he worked 
on many assignments in-
country and around the 
world setting up hospitals, 
base camps, and stabilizing 
infrastructure. He was also 
deployed to Afghanistan in 
2001 as part of Operation 

Enduring Freedom, and to 
Iraq in 2003 as part of Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom. He 
was honorably discharged 
in 2006 as a First Sergeant. 
 Shane’s military experi-
ence formed his approach 
of service, support, commu-
nity, and crisis response. He 
made special connections 
that helped shape his view 
on life and deepen his love of 
God and country. Shane was 
a patriot and proud to have 
served his country in the Air 
National Guard.
 Those blessed to remem-
ber Shane’s life include his 
mother and sister, sons 
Jordan St. Clair (Steffanie) 
of Luverne and Andrew of 
Lennox, S.D., as well as 
three grandsons, a stepson 

and niece. He also leaves 
behind uncles and aunts, 
along with numerous other 
family members and dear 
friends.
 Shane was a trusted co-
worker and friend. He will be 
missed by his co-workers and 
the people and organizations 
he served as an MMUA em-
ployee.
 A Celebration of Life will 
be scheduled at a later date 
when family and friends may 
safely gather to remember 
Shane. Details regarding the 
service date and time will 
be updated as they become 
available.
 Tributary donations to the 
VFW may be made in honor 
of Shane St.Clair at vfw.org/
foundation/foundation-do-
nate.

Minnesota municipals recognized with national safety awards

Shane St. Clair
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 The Energy Information 
Administration reported in 
April that coal-fired genera-
tion in February was down 
to its lowest level since 2011, 
and down over 40 percent 
from a five-year average.

 A ruling in a Keystone 
Pipeline case from the United 
States District Court, Dis-
trict of Montana has utilities 
concerned.
 The court ruled that a 
‘blanket’ permit for water 
crossings was illegal because, 
when the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers re-authorized 
the permit in 2017, it did not 
adequately consider potential 
harm to imperiled wildlife 
species. Among the concerns: 
that construction could stir 
up sediment and bury the 
food source of the endangered 
pallid sturgeon.
 Following the ruling, the 
Corps of Engineers, which 
has broad jurisdiction over 
U.S. waterways, has sus-
pended issuing blanket 
permits. The action report-
edly puts on hold about 360 
pending notifications to 
entities approved to use the 
permit, a Corps spokesperson 
was quoted as saying. 
 The effects could be wide-
spread, according to various 
industry sources cited by the 
Associated Press. Among 
those expressing concern: de-
velopers of power lines from 
wind turbines and generat-
ing stations in many parts of 
the U.S.
 Since the blanket Nation-
wide Permit 12 was renewed 
in March 2017, it has been 
used more than 37,000 times, 
said a Corps of Engineers 
spokesperson. Projects that 
cause the loss of no more 
than a half-acre of water or 
wetlands are eligible for the 
permit.

 If Great River Energy 
GRE) closes its Coal Creek 
Station power plant in North 
Dakota, it might install 800 
megawatts of wind energy in 
the area, according to a re-
cent article in the Bismarck 
Tribune. The subject came up 
in a recent letter from GRE 
to McLean County commis-
sioners, who were consider-
ing changes to a local zoning 
code.

 Frontier Communications 
has filed for Chapter 11 
bankruptcy. Minnesota’s sec-
ond-largest landline phone-
service provider reported 
losses in each of the last five 
years, including $5.9 billion 
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For over 30 years, Avant Energy has supported municipal 
utilities and power agencies in their e�ort to deliver 
economic and reliable power. Avant works with its clients to 
develop innovative, yet practical solutions based on a 
simple, overarching belief that, “better is possible.” 
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Management & Professional Consultants

“Servicing everything
inside the substation fence”

Servicing You Locally in Minnesota
with NETA Accredited Technicians

energisinc.com
800.928.6960
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Training & Education

Telecommunications  
Lineworker program

 9 $63,000 Average Wage2 
 9 7 Week program

Gas Distribution  
program

 9 $66,000 Average Wage3 
 9 7 Week program

Electrical  
Lineworker Program

 9 $73,000 Average Wage1 

 9 15 Week program 

LINEMAN.EDU  |  (888) LINEWORK 
1 www.bls.gov/oes/current/oes499051.htm | 2 www.bls.gov/oes/2017/may/oes499052.htm  

3 www.bls.gov/oes/2017/may/oes472152.htm
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                       SERVICE you EXPECT

Quality products and superior service from one of the 
Midwest’s largest full-line distributors of high-voltage 

electrical products.

800.346.3330  | info@resco1.com | resco1.com
4100 30th Ave. S, Moorhead, MN
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Classified
Ads

Operations Superinten-
dent/Electrical System 
Engineer
Glencoe Light and Power 
Commission is looking for an 
Operation Superintendent/
Electrical System Engineer. 
Glencoe Light and Power is 
a municipal utility serving 
approximately 2800 custom-
ers within its’ service terri-
tory primarily in the towns 
of Glencoe and Biscay MN. 
In addition to the distribution 
assets required to serve these 
customers, Glencoe Light and 
Power also owns approxi-

mately 14 miles of 115KV 
transmission lines subject to 
NERC compliance. Ideal can-
didate has BSEE degree and 
two years of electric utility 
experience. The person hired 
in this position is a direct re-
port to the General Manager 
and will be responsible for su-
pervision of the distribution 
and generation departments 
along with the SCADA, elec-
trical/system controls and as-
sociated equipment. The best 
candidates will have a strong 
understanding of power sys-
tems engineering concepts 
along with a general knowl-
edge of SCADA and Distri-
bution Modeling. Experience 
with complex projects in dis-
tribution design (Ex: High 

voltage switchgear, distribu-
tion automation projects) is 
also ideal. Candidates must 
be able to develop and imple-
ment necessary work activi-
ties, maintain confidentiality 
and communicate effectively 
both orally and in writing, 
and provide essential lead-
ership skills and personnel 
management experience. 
Light and Power Commission 
offers comprehensive wage 
and benefits package and 
is an EOE. A post-job offer 
physical, including drug/al-
cohol test is required. Appli-
cation forms are available at 
www.glencoelightandpower.
com or by contacting the GLP 
office. Review of applications 
will begin May 26, 2020 and 

will continue until position is 
filled. Submit resume along 
with completed application 
form to:  Light and Power 
Commission, 305 11th Street 
E., Glencoe, MN  55336, 320-
864-5184 or by email to dave@
glencoelightandpower.com.

last year. The company has 
approximately 100,000 Min-
nesota customers, mostly in 
northeastern and southern 
parts of the state.

 A 400-mile fiber network 
built to provide broadband 
internet access to 14 moun-
tain communities across 
northwest Colorado recently 
went online.
 The Northwest Colorado 
Council of Governments has 
spearheaded the work, 
dubbed Project Thor. The 
loop starts in Denver and 
runs west, using Colorado 
Department of Transporta-
tion fiber along Interstate 70.
 The network is owned by 
the council and operated by 
Wyoming-based Mammoth 
Networks. The project’s 
partners include three coun-
ties, four towns, the Yampa 
Valley Electric Association, 
Northwest Colorado Broad-
band, a nonprofit in Steam-
boat Springs, and Middle 
Park Health.

 Xcel Energy announced 
April 6 it will sell the Manka-
to Energy Center, a natural 
gas-fired power plant, to 
Denver-based Southwest 
Generation for $680 million. 
 Xcel Energy purchased the 
plant in early 2020 through a 
non-regulated affiliate com-
pany. The proceeds from the 
sale will primarily be used to 
reduce Xcel Energy’s overall 
financing needs and improve 
the company’s credit met-
rics, said the company, with 
the net gain from the sale to 
fund its corporate giving and 
COVID-19 relief efforts. Xcel 
Energy will continue buying 
power from the facility. 
 Southwest Generation is 
a Denver-based independent 
power producer that owns 
and operates approximately 
1.7 gigawatts of generation 
capacity across the western 
United States. 

 The Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency announced 
April 3 it will delay publish-
ing official notice of its intent 
to adopt California vehicle 
emission standards, which 
it calls “Clean Cars Minne-
sota.”
 The delay was blamed on 
the outbreak of a coronavirus 
and ‘stay-at-home’ orders.
 In a related development, 
the U.S. Department of 
Environmental Protection 
had previously announced it 
would remove the Obama-
era federal mandate for car 
manufacturers to improve 
fuel efficiency and emissions 
by 5 percent each year, with 
a rule requiring 1.5 percent 
annual improvement.
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Generation School
Rescheduled to July 14-16

Generation School offers networking plus 
hands-on instruction on three different 
engine sets: Enterprise, Cooper and Fair-
banks Morse. We’ll tour one of Hutchinson 
Utilities’ generation plants and 3M’s manu-
facturing plant in Hutchinson. 

Register by June 8 for best rate. Deadline 
to register is June 18.

Substation School
Rescheduled to August 4-6

Anoka

MMUA partners with Minnesota Rural Elec-
tric Association (MREA) on the Substation 
School. 

In addition to classroom instruction on a 
variety of substation-related topics, par-
ticipants will also go behind the scenes 
and tour two of Anoka Municipal Utilities’ 
substations, plus we will tour Federal Car-
tridge.

Register by July 3 for best rate. Deadline to 
register is July 13.

Annual Summer 
Conference
August 24-26

Cragun’s Resort, Brainerd

Yes, we know it’s early, but check your 
calendars. This conference has been 
moved back one week from its original 
date! Our Trade Show and Reception 
takes place August 25. Hotel reservations 
being accepted.

Underground School
Rescheduled to Oct. 6-9

MMUA Training Center, Marshall

The Underground School offers a hands-on 
training track with a variety of training ses-
sions and an advanced technical course. 
We offer this school with our partners 
MREA and APPA.

Apprentice Lineworker Training
On-site/On-demand Four-Year Career Development Program

This MMUA course allows the municipal utility 
employee who wants to learn more about the 
lineworker’s trade to receive professional train-
ing from experienced instructors, right at the 
utility site. 

Students enjoy cutting-edge academics, exten-
sive hands-on training, along with tuition-free 
attendance to four MMUA schools.

For information on this program, please call Mike Willetts at 612-802-8474.

Sleepy Eye city hall is located on U.S. Hwy. 14. The building also provides offices for the local Econom-
ic Development Authority.

For up-to-date information, see the ‘Events’ calendar at www.mmua.org
Cancelled: Minnesota Public Power Walleye Tournament.

Upcoming Events
MMUA has been forced to cancel or postpone several events this year, but 

as of early May we were still planning to hold these events.

The Sleepy Eye train depot serves as an area museum. Built in 
1902, the building is on the National Register of Historic Places.

 The City of Sleepy Eye is 
offering two programs to pro-
vide small businesses relief 
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic.
 Commercial businesses in 
Sleepy Eye are eligible to ap-
ply for a $2,500 emergency re-
lief grant. In order to receive 
the grant, the business must 
be directly impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, among 
other qualifications. Grants 
are awarded on a first-come, 

first-serve basis.
 Sleepy Eye Public Utilities 
Commission (PUC) has also 
established a utility relief pro-
gram under the same guide-
lines as the business relief 
grant. The PUC Utility Relief 
Program is designed to help 
those businesses in Sleepy 
Eye that are closed due to 
the Governor’s Executive Or-
ders. This program will allow 
the affected business to de-
fer utility payments, without 

penalty or interest, for up to 
two months beyond the date 
they are allowed to re-open 
for business. The amount de-
ferred can either be paid in 
full or in part after the defer-
ral period or can be spread 
over the next 12 months. 
 Eligibility guidelines are 
the same for either program. 
They include:
 • Applicant must be the 
business owner
 • Business must be located 
within the city limits (for the 
PUC Relief Program, busi-
ness must be served by Sleepy 
Eye Public Utilities.
 • Applicant’s business must 
be at a commercial address. 
Home-based businesses are 
not eligible.
 • Businesses as described 
in Executive Order 20-04, 
and/or clarification in EO 20-
08, may apply.
 Any small business not 
specifically mentioned on ap-
plication form may still apply 
and be considered by the EDA 
for possible grant award at 
the EDA Board discretion.
 W-9 form must be provided.
 Funding is not transferable 
and other restrictions apply.
 Funds for this program are 
limited, and applications will 
be processed first-come, first-
served.
 Non-profits are not eligible.
 As of April 22, Public Works 
Director Mike Hardin said 
the utility had received four 
applications for the utility 
relief program. He expected 
more as time went on.
 EDA Director Kurk Kram-
er said he anticipated that 

more than 30 local businesses 
would qualify for the business 
relief grant. He had received 
17 applications by April 22. 
He anticipated several more. 
He said the EDA has also of-
fered to suspend EDA loan 
payments temporarily. Of 19 
active EDA loans, three had 
submitted written applica-
tions to suspend payments.
 Kramer patterned the local 
program after the new federal 
Paycheck Protection Program 
(PPP) Loan. Entities avail-
able for this program include: 
A small business with fewer 
than 500 employees that was 
in business on or before Feb. 
15, 2020. This can be an S 
Corp., C Corp., LLC, sole pro-
prietorship or independent 
contractor. It also includes 
certain nonprofits, tribal 
groups and veteran groups.
 The loan forgiveness provi-
sion is for the amounts spent 
over the next eight weeks af-
ter receiving the loan, on cer-
tain qualifying expenses. The 
qualifying expenses of the 
business over the eight-week 
period includes payroll costs, 
rent, interest on mortgage 
debt and utilities.
 When obtaining the PPP 
loan, a business needs to cer-
tify that it has been economi-
cally affected or that econom-
ic uncertainty make the loan 
necessary. These are Small 
Business Loans through local 
banks.
 In addition, Sleepy Eye 
Public Utilities, like utilities 
throughout the state, tem-
porarily waived late fees for 
residential utility bills.

Sleepy Eye electric utility, EDA
offer pandemic relief programs


